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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This report has been prepared to assess the heritage significance of “Miala”, a historic dairy
homestead and associated buildings, dairy, plantings and gardens. The property is located off Marshall
Mount Road, Marshall Mount and is located within the West Dapto Urban Release Area. This report
documents a formalised assessment of Heritage Significance for the property and focusses on
consideration of the heritage values and significance attached to the house and its outbuildings and
plantings, as a rural complex.

This report provides a review and analysis of two previously completed heritage assessments that
have been prepared for the property. These reports prepared by AECOM and Ecological have drawn
competing conclusions in relation to the heritage significance of the site.

1.1 STUDY AREA
The study area for this report is shown on the Map below:

Figure 1: The “Miala” Property, located at 410 Marshall Mount Road (Lot 12 DP 790746).

Miala House and its associated gardens, dairy and outbuildings, as well as the significant plantings
associated with the house are all located within the central area of the property, within the suburb
of “Avondale” on the north side of the creek. The access driveway is 500m in length and runs north
west from Marshall Mount Road, crossing the creek that splits the property via a ford. The position
of the homestead complex on the property is indicated in Figure 2 below:



Mershell Mowunt

Figure 2: Map showing 2021 aerial photograph view of Miala House complex within Lot 12. Note
the access driveway from Marshall Mount Road, and the location of the house within the
“Avondale” suburb boundary.

1.2 PROJECT SCOPE

This report provides a detailed assessment of the heritage significance of “Miala House”, along with
its associated farm buildings and structures, landscape features and plantings.

Preparation of the report has involved a detailed review, and critique, of the two previous
assessments prepared by AECOM and Eco Logical as well as some additional historic research.
Additional research has included detailed review of available historic plans of the area, extensive
searches of TROVE, analysis of available aerial photography and use of other web resources.

A detailed site inspection was undertaken on 20 October 2021. This visit included an internal and
external inspection of the house and dairy as well as an informal interview with the present owner’s
daughter (Melinda) who grew up on the property and acted as guide during the site inspection. In
addition, during the inspection a brief phone interview with the present owner Mrs Fay Duncan was
held to discuss certain aspects of the history of the property. Notes from these informal
communications have also informed this assessment.



1.2.1 Limitations

It is understood that an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (ACHAR), including
Archaeological Investigations, is currently being undertaken for the site. This ACHAR was not available
at the time of finalisation of the Report. The findings, conclusions and any cultural significance or
archaeological significance attached to the property stemming from the thousands of years of
Aboriginal use and occupation should be considered in terms of whether these may add to the
significance assessment within this report. Aboriginal Cultural Heritage values have not been formally
considered within this assessment due to the unavailability of this information.

The historic records pertaining to former ownership of the property are limited and certain gaps within
the historic records have not been able to be fully closed due to the availability of time and available
records.

2.0 BACKGROUND

2.1 Neighbourhood Plan

The planning consultant for the developer of the site has lodged a draft Neighbourhood Plan for the
Duck Creek/Marshall Vale Neighbourhood Plan area which is currently being considered by Council.
The Neighbourhood Plan includes the subject property known as “Miala” located at 410 Marshall
Mount Road (Lot 12 DP 790746). The draft Neighbourhood Plan as proposed, would require the
demolition of Miala House and all associated outbuildings, as well as surrounding plantings, to
provide for the construction of a proposed collector road, as well as to accommodate leveling,
stormwater detention and other aspects of the proposed layout.

A preliminary heritage study was submitted to Council with the draft neighbourhood Plan, prepared
by AECOM. This report indicated that the property “Miala”, located within the study area, held
heritage values of local significance. As a result of this information a more detailed assessment of
significance was requested from the proponent by Council. Following subsequent revisions, the final
AECOM Heritage Study dated 14 May 2021 was provided. This report concludes that Miala House
has local heritage significance but suggests that the retention of the property within the proposed
neighbourhood Plan is unfeasible.

A second heritage report, prepared as a Peer review of the AECOM study was then prepared by Eco
Logical. This report concluded that Miala is not of heritage significance and does not have any
archaeological research potential.

A detailed review, assessment and critique of the contents and recommendations of both previous
heritage assessment reports is provided separately within section 4.0 of this report.

2.2 Yallah Marshall Mount Rezoning

The site of the proposed Neighbourhood Plan was rezoned as part of the Yallah Marshall Mount
Planning Proposal in 2018. This Planning Proposal/Rezoning formed stage 5 of the West Dapto Urban
Release Area (WDRA) which had previously been progressed to a draft rezoning proposal but did not
proceed, as only Stage 1 and 2 of the WDRA progressed under that initial process.

The Stage 5 area Planning Proposal was progressed through a separate process and resulted in the
rezoning of the site in accordance with the below zoning arrangement which has been extracted
from the Wollongong Local Environmental Plan 2009 Zoning Map:



Figure 3: Land Zoning arrangement under the Wollongong LEP 2009 (Note: R2 = Low Density
Residential, C2 = Environmental Conservation, C3 = Environmental Management, C4 =
Environmental Living).

It is noted that the site of Miala House and surrounding outbuildings, gardens and vegetation is
located in the centre of image in a bend in the creek and is within an area zoned R2 Low Density
Residential.

2.3 Non-Indigenous Heritage Assessment West Dapto Release Area, HLA, 2006

In preparation for the West Dapto Urban Release Area (WDRA) rezoning process, a Non-Indigenous
Heritage Assessment Report was prepared by HLA Envirosciences, for Wollongong City Council and
finalised in 2006. This study considered the entire West Dapto Study area, extending from Kembla
Grange in the north, to the southern boundary of the Wollongong LGA.

The report identified a wide range of existing and potential heritage sites and items of interest and
was used to guide the heritage outcomes of the WDRA Planning Proposal. This resulted in a number
of changes and additions to the heritage schedule for the area.

It is of note that the HLA study does not appear to have identified, considered or explored the
potential heritage significance of “Miala House” and the property did not appear to be identified for
consideration during the process. This may have occurred due to the remote nature of the property
some 500m from Marshall Mount Road and its lack of visibility from public areas, along with the
limited available documentation about the property and its history. It is also of note that this initial
process imagined a lower density housing output and zoning arrangement for the Yallah Marshall



Mount corridor, with large lot housing planned initially as the residential product within this area of
the WDRA.

The Yallah Marshall Mount rezoning, which followed the broader WDRA process was not supported
by an area specific historical heritage assessment process. Rather, it relied on the 2006 HLA West
Dapto Heritage Study. As such, Miala House, and its potential heritage values were not identified or
considered within this rezoning process. The property, and its potential heritage significance
therefore had not come to Council’s attention until the proposed draft Neighbourhood Plan was
submitted. This Neighbourhood Plan proposal included the original AECOM heritage study which
highlighted the local heritage significance of the site.



3.0 HISTORY

Note — Much of the history and detail presented in the below history of the site has been sourced
from Newspaper articles and other records gathered through Trove and Ancestry.com which has
added to the historical information provided within the AECOM report. The source materials have
been collated from TROVE in a collection of screenshots and extracts within Appendix 1 to this
document. The below provides a summarised history which draws on this collated material, along
with information provided in the AECOM report.

3.1 SITE HISTORY

3.1.1 Aboriginal History

The study area is located on lands that formed part of Dharawal Country and have been occupied
and cared for by the local people of the Dharawal for thousands of years. The Yallah Marshall Mount
Aboriginal Heritage Assessment undertaken in 2013 by Austral, and the broader West Dapto
Aboriginal Heritage Study prepared by Australian Museum Business Services (AMBS) in 2006 provide
a clear indication that the entire West Dapto area contains extensive evidence and retains Aboriginal
sites related to this lengthy period of use and occupation.

The preliminary heritage assessment by AECOM and submitted with the draft Neighbourhood Plan
for the study area acknowledged the use and potential significance of the study area and identified a
number of known sites and potential archaeological deposits within the study area. The AECOM
Report also recommended additional Aboriginal archaeological and cultural heritage assessment.
This is understood to be being prepared and finalised for separate submission. This work was not
finalised at the time of preparation of this report and its findings and recommendations may require
further consideration.

3.1.2 Early Land Grant History — “Macquarie Gift”

“Miala House” is located on one of the first five land grants in the lllawarra. This grant, originally known
as “Macquarie Gift”, was officially granted to George Johnston in January 1817. The historic records
indicate that the land was formally surveyed in 1816, and that it was at that time already being
occupied by employees of Johnston, who had cattle running on the property. Some historical records
suggest that Johnston may have been using the land in question from as early as 1804, with cattle
having been brought to the area by Steamer (see for example, the article from South Coast Times and
Wollongong Argus 1952 in Appendix 1). If true, this (unsubstantiated) claim would place the grant as
likely being the earliest area occupied by white settlers in the lllawarra.

George Johnston had originally arrived in the Colony of New South Wales as Major Johnston, on the
first fleet. Johnston was a prominent and senior figure in the colony and rose to prominence as the
front man of the Rum Rebellion, which saw the overthrowing of Governor Bligh. He was subsequently
shipped back to England, promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel whilst awaiting trial, then convicted of
Mutiny, stripped of his titles and narrowly escaped the death penalty. He was then returned to the
Colony of NSW, where under Governor Macquarie, he was treated as a reformed character, and
granted the favour of a number of land grants, including “Macquarie Gift” (1500 Acres) as well as other
favours.

On his return to the colony, in 1814, Johnston married his long-term mistress Esther Abrahams, whom
he had met on his first journey to Australia in 1788 and with whom he already had a large family. As
Esther was a convict, the formalisation of his relationship prior to the loss of his official military
positions would have been seen as scandalous and unbefitting of an Officer of his standing. However,



stripped of his titles, and with Governor Macquarie’s insistence that he make an honest woman of his
mistress, Johnston was free to marry his convict wife.

During his lifetime, George appears to have had employees oversee his “Macquarie Gift” estate and
managed the property at arm’s length from his residence “Annandale Farm” in Petersham. This was
common to most of the early grants in the lllawarra. The grant would have been allocated with the
advantage of assigned convict labour. George’s main farming interest was in beef cattle and it is
understood the farm was largely used for this purpose during his lifetime.

On the death of George Johnston in 1823, George’s son David Johnston inherited the
“Macquarie Gift” estate. David was subsequently granted an adjoining land grant to the south-west,
which became known as “Johnston’s Meadows”. David appears to have taken a more direct and active
interest in the management of his properties in the lllawarra than his father but would have continued
to benefit for some time from the advantages of convict labour.

It is likely that during David’s ownership, following the cessation of transportation to the colony, and
the availability of convict labour during the 1840’s, that the farm would have transitioned into
tenanted farm arrangements. This was common across many properties in the lllawarra (and
elsewhere) due to the difficulties in clearing and managing a large land holding without the availability
of free labour. These leases were often let as “clearing leases” and required the tenant to clear
uncleared sections of the farm in exchange for cheap rent and farming rights.

David Johnston died in 1866 and the “Macquarie Gift” grant passed through his daughter Esther Emily
Johnston to her husband Edward Henry Weston. Edward Henry Weston was also the first Cousin of
David’s wife Esther, being the son of Blanche Johnston (who was the sister of David Johnston) and her
husband Captain George Weston, resident of “Horsley Park” at Prospect.

3.1.3 Weston’s Meadows

Edward and Esther Weston are understood to have taken up residence at their lllawarra Estate shortly
after they inherited it around 1866. The “Macquarie Gift” grant subsequently becoming known as
“Weston’s Meadows”. Records suggest that during their time on the property they established
themselves within the local community and took an active role in the district. Though their affairs and
activities were more tightly associated with Albion Park than with Dapto, as their residence was
located in the southern areas of the expanded estate, nearby to the present-day Shellharbour Airport.

The estate had its own private racetrack where the family held picnic races and social events. Edward
formed the lllawarra section of the NSW Lancers, which later became the Australian Light Horse.
Edward and Esther’s son Alick Horsley Weston, married Adelaide Norris of Albion Park. They lived at
“The Meadows” where Alick served as an Alderman on Shellharbour Municipal Council, Director of
the lllawarra Cooperative Central Dairy, and Treasurer with the Albion Park A.H.&| Show Committee
(Shellharbour City Council).

Records and historical references relating to “Weston’s Meadows” make it apparent that during
Edward’s ownership of the estate, and following, the farm was split into various tenancies with many
long-term tenants documented as residing on the farm. According to a 12 February 1952 article in the
South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus focussing on the sale of the final 400 acres of the Weston
Estate, these tenants included a long list, many of whom were notable families in the lllawarra in their
own right. These smaller tenanted farms were usually equipped with their own residence and other
farm facilities.



3.1.4 Frederick Weston Perry
Frederick Weston Perry was the nephew of Edward Henry Weston, being tied through his mother
Julia Maria Perry (nee Weston), who was Edward’s sister.

Whilst the property records are incomplete, Frederick Weston Perry appears to have acquired a
portion of around 100 acres in the north western portion of his uncle’s “Weston’s Meadows”
property in 1884. Perry registered a cattle brand in his name in that same year at Marshall Mount.
An 1890 Land Sale marketing plan for the adjacent “Marshall Mount Estate”, and other plans
associated with the subdivision held in the Wollongong Library Collection clearly show “Perry” as the
owner and occupier of the area now occupied by Miala. The Marshall Mount Estate Plan is provided
below (Figure 4) and shows Perry’s name adjacent to the boundary of Lot 21.

Figure 4: Marshall Mount Estate Land Sales Plan 1890. Note “Perry” is indicated as owning the
Miala lands adjacent to Lot 21.



Newspaper reporting on the outcome of this 1890 Marshall Mount Estate Sale confirms that Perry
extended his holding by purchasing Portion 22 of the Marshall Mount Estate (see above plan)
adjoining his north western boundary (lllawarra Mercury 1 July 1890).

In 1894 Perry appears to have acquired some form of interest in lands belonging to Mr John Smith.
Smith had purchased portions 18 and 19 of the above Marshall Mount Estate sale so it is likely this
related to those lands. Perry’s interest may have related to a lease which was advertised by Mr
Smith for 142 acres of farmland advertised in April 1894 (lllawarra Mercury 28 April 1894). Whilst it
is unclear what the nature of the arrangement was, Mr Perry appears to have entered into a bond
with the bank as part of the transaction, and subsequently became liable for a debt which he was
unable to pay, and which he claimed not to be liable for. This matter led to the bankruptcy of Mr
Perry in 1895 and the subsequent sale of Perry’s expanded holding by the bank to Mr Patrick O’Brien
(lllawarra Mercury 24 October 1895). John Smith’s properties were also subsequently sold in 1895
and he also ended up bankrupt shortly after, suggesting that the financial issues around the
transaction were significant.

Newspaper coverage of Perry’s bankruptcy proceedings provides useful information indicating that
Mr Perry had from around 1893 leased his farmlands out to a Mr W. Piper, who was conducting the
cattle operations on the property during that time. Mr Perry had sold his cattle to Mr Piper as part of
the lease arrangement and received regular rent on which he lived. Mr Perry refers to the
improvements he had made to the property during his ownership, however no mention of the
construction of any specific buildings is made (lllawarra Mercury 12 December 1895). This may
suggest that the house was already on the property when he acquired it in 1884, though this is not
certain from the available records.

What is clear from the records is that by the end of Perry’s tenure and the sale of the property by
the bank in 1895, the house now known as Maila had been constructed, along with two substantial
additional farm buildings as these are shown on plans drawn at this time. It is possible that one of
these additional buildings is the southern (earlier) portion of the dairy building. See Figure 5.

Patrick O’Brien who purchased the property from the bank following the foreclosure, appears to
have been a district court judge presiding at Wollongong Local Court. O’Brien appears to have
already been established on a farm in the Kembla Grange area known as “Canterbury”. It appears
likely that he took a distant involvement in the Miala farm, as little mention is available of his time as
owner and it was the bank, not Mr O’Brien, who was advertising for tenants for the farm in the
subsequent year (lllawarra Mercury 11 January 1896) which raises some questions over the
ownership arrangement.

By 1902 it appears that the farm was acquired by Robert Barron and the farm became known for a
time as Barron’s Farm. In 1910 Barron’s farm was sold to Mr Arthur Moore.

In 1913 Arthur Moore registered a cattle brand at “Miala, Marshall Mount”. This appears to be the
first available record of the property name being referred to as “Miala”, perhaps suggesting that
Moore named the property during his tenure. The registration of a cattle brand in his name also
suggests Mr Moore was by 1913 taking an active role in the operation of the farm. In 1917 Arthur
Moore’s son was killed in action whilst fighting in World War I. The following year 1918, Mr Moore
placed the property as well as his stock and farm equipment up for sale, so as to retire to
Wollongong, suggesting the prospect of running the farm without his son was too much.
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Figure 5: 1895 Plan of W. F Perry’s portion of George Johnston’s 1500 Grant.



In 1918 The farm was purchased from Mr Moore by Mr James Stevenson, a farmer who was already
established in Dapto and was already actively involved in various community affairs and
organisations. He appears to have moved to his Marshall Mount property shortly after its purchase
and been intimately involved in the affairs of Marshall Mount.

In 1928, the South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus (see article in Appendix 1 dated 2 March
1928) announced that a public tennis court was to be built at Marshall Mount, on Alderman James
Stevenson’s farm, immediately adjacent to the public school. It is noted that this “public tennis
court” remains to this day, on the private farmland attached to Miala. The tennis court is listed as a
heritage item under the Wollongong Local Environmental Plan 2009.

In 1933 Mr Stevenson registered a cattle brand to his property “Myala (sic), Marshall Mount”.

Mr Stevenson died unexpectedly in 1943 and his obituary highlights him as a very prominent figure
in the local community, having a long term role as an Alderman on the Central lllawarra Council, as
well as holding various positions within a range of community, agricultural and dairying
organisations. His obituary is provided in full in Appendix 1, see lllawarra Mercury 8 October 1943,
and South Coast Times & Wollongong Argus of the same date).

It appears Mr Stevenson’s family held the estate following his passing, with his son becoming
prominent in local media and community events. In 1957 the Miala property was sold to George and
Fay Duncan, who ran the property as a family run dairy farm up until the 1990’s.

During the 1990’s renovations and additions were undertaken to the house, with a north western
extension to the building and modifications to the roof form. During the construction period the
family temporarily relocated into the dairy building, which underwent modifications to make it
suitable as a temporary residence. By this time, the dairying operations had ceased, with the farm
being used to graze beef cattle.

In 2018 parts of the site were rezoned for residential development as part of the Yallah Marshall
Mount Planning Proposal and rezoning process. The site of Miala House was rezoned to R2 Low
Density Residential, and forms part of the broader West Dapto Urban Release Area.

In 2020 a draft Neighbourhood Plan was prepared for the property by a development partner who
has acquired an option over the property. This draft plan was lodged for Council’s assessment and
consideration. The draft Plan was accompanied by a Preliminary Heritage Assessment report
prepared by AECOM which identified Miala House as being of local heritage significance.



3.2 HISTORIC TIMELINE

The following timeline/sequence of ownership is provided within the AECOM report and is extracted
for information:

[ 1817 - Grant to George Johnston ]

v

1831 - Occupied by David Johnston of Georges Hall 1831) ]
v

1845 - David exchanged the land with George Edward Nicholas Weston Perry (father of Edward Henry Weston) for 118

acres of land in B in verbal agr t (officially confirmed in 1852)

v
[ 1852 - temporarily exchanged with Henry Osborne Senior for some of Henry's lands) ]
v
[ 1862 - Lands returned by Edward Henry Weston and Henry Osborne Junior ]

v

[ 1884 - Sold to Frederick Weston Perry ]

[ 1895 - Sequestrated and taken possession of by The English Scottish and Australian Bank ]

Y

[ 1895 - Leased by the bank to Edward Henry Weston ]

[ 1897 - Officially signed over to The English Scottish and Australian Bank and leased out to Emma Jane

[ 1939 - Land combined with northern parcel and bought by James Stevenson, dairy farmer ]

v

[ 1957 both parcels purchased by Gordan Ronald Duncan and held until current day ]

This timeline has been substantially extended and expanded below, based on the additional research
undertaken within this report. As previously noted, a chronological compilation of source materials is
provided within Appendix 1 and provides evidence for the events detailed below.

1816 — Official survey of the first five land grant in the “Five Islands District” undertaken to allocate
promised grants in the area. These grants included a promised grant of 1500 acres to George Johnston
and incorporated the study area.

1817 - “Macquarie Gift” is officially granted to George Johnston (one of the first 5 land grants in the
Illawarra).

1823 — George Johnston dies leaving “Macquarie Gift” to David Johnston (son of George) of “George’s
Hall”. David takes over the “Macquarie Gift” Estate.

1840s — Community and political opposition to transportation of convicts results in a significant
reduction and shortage of free convict labour. The use of “clearing leases” as an alternative land
management method by wealthy land holders becomes common and abundant.



1850 — Final shipload of convicts transported to NSW.

1866 — David Johnston dies, leaving the “Macquarie Gift” property to his son in law Edward Henry
Weston through his daughter Esther.

1866 — Edward Henry Weston and his wife Esther (nee Johnson) take up residence on the “Macquarie
Gift” estate (toward Albion Park), and it subsequently becomes known as “Weston’s Meadows”.

1884 — Frederick Weston Perry (the nephew of Edward Henry Weston) acquires approximately 100
acres of “Weston’s Meadows” from his uncle. This portion includes the site of “Miala”.

1884 — Government Gazette lists a cattle brand registration at Marshall Mount to Frederick Weston
Perry.

1890 — The “Marshall Mount Estate”, adjoining the northern and western boundary of the study area,
is marketed for sale. The sales plan shows “Perry” as owner/occupier of the Miala property at the time
(see Figure 4).

1890 — F. Weston Perry purchases Lot 22 of the “Marshall Mount Estate” adjoining the north-western
boundary of his existing holding. (lllawarra Mercury 1 July 1890)

1895 — F. Weston Perry is declared Bankrupt (NSW Government Gazette 1 November 1895).

1895 — Plan of F. Weston Perry’s original landholding made (CT Vol. 1235 Fol. 119, DP.60090) showing
the Homestead which is now known as “Miala”, and two established outbuildings, surrounded by four
large, fenced paddocks. This plan appears to have been prepared in connection with the finalisation
of Perry’s bankruptcy and the subsequent sale of the property by the bank (copy provided within
Appendix 1)

1895 — F. Weston Perry’s property is sold by the bank under foreclosure procedures to Mr Patrick
O’Brien of “Canterbury” in Kembla Grange.

1902 — Robert Barron has acquired the Miala Farm.
1910 — Robert Barron sells the farm to Mr Arthur Moore
1913 — Edward Henry Weston dies in Mosman NSW.

1913 — Arthur Moore has a registration of stock brand listed at “Miala, Marshall Mount”. This is the
first recorded reference to the property name indicating a likelihood that Mr Moore may have named
the site.

1917 — Arthur Moore’s son is killed in action on the front.
1918 — Arthur Moore sells “Miala” Farm to James Stevenson and retires to Wollongong.

1920 — “Weston Estate” sale undertaken, subdividing and selling off the remaining Weston Estate
lands north of Marshall Mount Road (land to east of the Miala property).

1928 — Newspaper article notes that Marshall Mount “public tennis court” to be built on a site located
next to the public school on Alderman J. Stevenson’s land (this tennis court remains on the land
adjacent to the school).

1933 — James Stevenson has a registration of stock brand listed at “Myala (sic), Marshall Mount”.



1943 — Alderman James Stevenson (owner of the property) dies suddenly. His death and funeral
receive considerable attention due to his extensive contribution to public life and affairs in the Dapto
and Albion Park area with his obituary listing an extensive list of voluntary public service (lllawarra
Mercury

1952 — Final “Weston’s Meadows” land sale involving the subdivision and sale of the remaining 400
acres of the Weston Estate (this is understood to have involved lands to the south of Marshall Mount
Road).

1957 — “Miala” Property is purchased by George and Fay Duncan. It appears likely that the estate was
purchased from Mr Stevenson’s estate. The property remains in the Duncan family’s ownership to this
day.

1990’s — Renovations undertaken to Miala house, involving an extension to the north and west. The
Dairy building was modified at this time to provide temporary accommodation during the renovations.

2018 — Parts of the property including the site of Miala House are rezoned to R2 Low Density
Residential as part of the West Dapto Urban Release Area.

2020 - Draft Neighbourhood Plan is lodged on behalf of a developer for the site.

3.3 HISTORIC THEMES

In 2011 Wollongong City Council adopted a Thematic History of the City of Wollongong, prepared by
Dr Terry Kass (2010). This report considered the history of Wollongong in a thematic manner to define
significant historic themes relevant to the history and development of the Wollongong LGA. The
purpose of this report was to provide a thematic basis for the assessment of historic values attached
to heritage places so that potential new heritage items could be many of the themes identified within
the report are relevant to the study area.

The following key themes were identified as important historic themes which have relevance to the
study area:

e Settling the lllawarra

e Working on the land

e Subdividing the large rural estates
e Developing a dairy industry

e Rural housing

It is clear from the research undertaken within this report that Miala House provides historic
evidence of these important historic themes in Wollongong’s development.

The following additional themes relating to Aboriginal Cultural Heritage may also have relevance to
the study area, depending on the findings and recommendations of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Assessment report:

e Living in harmony with the land
e Coping with invasion
e Maintaining a cultural identity



4.0 PREVIOUS HERITAGE ASSESSMENTS

This section provides a brief discussion, critique and analysis of the two previously prepared heritage
reports that have been submitted by the developer in support of the draft Neighbourhood Plan.

4.1 AECOM HERITAGE REVIEW

AECOM provided a Heritage Review Report in support of the draft Neighbourhood Plan. A number of
versions have since been provided of this report, with each finding that Miala House is of Local
heritage Significance. The latest version of the report submitted by the proponent is dated 14 May
2021.

The report provides a reasonably detailed discussion of the history of the “Miala” property and
considers the significance of the site under the NSW Heritage criteria within Table 5 (provided as an
extract below):

Table 5 Significance Assessment (against NSW heritage significance criteria)

APPLICATION OF CRITERIA

Historical
significance

SHR criteria (a)

The homestead is considered of local significance being associated with
the esfablishment of an early dairying industry in the area. The original
land grant established an early dairy, and the subsequent subdivision lead
to the continuation of this industry. The homestead present foday remains
as one of the earliest associated with the late Nineteenth Century
subdivision of the area. Despite renovations and additions fo the building,
the house and facade remaining relatively intact.

Historical
association
significance

SHR criteria (b)

The land was formerly associated with George Johnstone an early
influential and prominent person associated with the establishment of the
early colany. While the land was associated with his early land grant, the
property today does not reflect or is associated with him today. The
property is not considered to meet the threshold for State or local listing
under this criterion.

Aesthetic
significance

SHR criteria (c)

The homestead retains particular characteristics associated with the
original late Victarian design and aesthetics. These have been diminished
by the extensions and renovations that have been undertaken.
Specifically, these relate to the internal walls and floors within the original
footprint of the house. The external cladding, roof and some of the
windows have also been replaced. Despite this, the Homestead is
considered to be of local significance under this criterion.

Social, cultural or
spiritual significance

SHR criteria (d)

The homestead is not considered to have social, cultural or spiritual
significance and does not meet the threshold for listing under this criterion.

Cultural or natural
history significance

SHR criteria (e)

Archaeological potential has been identified to be present on the property,
both relafed to the homestead and to the former dairy industry. This
potential may include remain associated with the onginal kitchen and
laundry area, well(s) and privies. The location of these ifems would assist
in better understanding the former layout of the homestead complex
dating from the late Nineteenth Century. These remains would have local
research value and significance under this criterion.

Rarity
SHR criteria (f)

The homestead can be considered fo be of lacal significance for rarity
significance. Reference to the Wollongong Heritage Study (McDonald
McPhee Pty Lid et al., 1991) indicates that homesteads dafing to the
Nineteenth Century that are in good condition are not common and it is
these that give “the give the general landscape its character”. This
homestead building has been extended and maodified infernally and
externally, however, some of the internal layout and external facades do
still represent some of the late Nineteenth Century Victorian period
characteristics.

Representativeness
SHR criteria (g)

The homestead is considered to be of a typical of a modified and
extended late Victorian architectural design, however, it is not considered
to be complete or intact to be considered to be a good representative
example. As such, the homestead is not considered to meet the State or
local heritage listing under this criterion.

Integrity/lntactness

Overall, the building is in good condition as the building was repaired and
modified with extensions undertaken from the 1980s onwards. The
original front and southern facades are considered in good condition.




The report draws the following conclusion about the heritage significance of the site within Section
4.3.1.4:

Statement of Significance

Miala homestead is considered to be of local historical, aesthetic and rarity significance. The
homestead is one of the earliest remaining buildings from the Nineteenth Century in the
area. The building has undergone significant modifications, including internal modifications
and extensions to the house. The front and southern facades are reminiscent of the Late
Victorian period and retain some of this aesthetic style despite extensions to the property.
The homestead also contains research potential in the form of potential historical
archaeological remains associated with the formation and running of the homestead and
dairying complex.

The report includes a discussion of “Historic Heritage Opportunities and Constraints” in Section 7.0.
This discussion includes the following comments:

The identification of Miala House within the Duck Creek precinct as a locally significance
item (sic) presents a constraint for the neighbourhood plan. The house has not previously
been identified in the Wollongong local heritage study. Roads, drainage and other services
associated with the proposed Neighbourhood Plan layout would impact the house site, and
any potential historical archaeological remains associated with its former layout.

Opportunities to retain the homestead and realign the access road around the Miala house
are not possible, and are constrained by the larger urban design considerations, including
road, topographic, earthworks and bushfire protection.

The statement that retention of the building is not possible is stated as fact and is then explained upon
through the inclusion of material provided by the developer’s planning consultant (Urbanco) as
evidence. The comments provided by Urbanco are detailed on page 59-60 of the AECOM report. This
essentially explains that as the retention of the heritage item has not been planned for in the design
of the Neighbourhood Plan, that the location of the proposed roads, relevant planned levels and
arrangements would not allow the retention of the house. This discussion does not appear to provide
any actual consideration of alternative layout options that may be considered to provide for the
retention of the elements of significance, or any rigour of assessment.

It is of note that one of the core contentions offered by Urbanco to demonstrate their inability to
retain the house remains the location of an indicative collector road which is shown on Council’s
structure plan as running through this part of the site. It has been repeatedly advised by Council’s
Urban Release team and Council’s Transport Engineers that this planned roadway can comfortably be
realigned to accommodate the retention of the house and the adjacent Fig Tree, without any real
impact on its purpose or function within the structure plan. Council has raised no objection to the
realignment of the roadway.

The Management Recommendations of the AECOM Report include the following:

“Miala Homestead has been assessed as having local heritage significance and would be
impacted based on development plans within the current Neighbourhood Plan (and
subsequent detailed designs as part of the future development). Opportunities for the
retention of Miala house have been investigated, however, retention of the item is not
considered possible given topographic, layout, earthworks and bushfire protection
constraints.



When detailed design for the subdivision, including all road, crossing and service locations,
has been prepared, a Statement of Heritage Impact is required to be prepared to determine
the appropriate mitigation measures for Miala house and associated historical
archaeological remains. Recommendations may include undertaking additional heritage
recording, including archival recording of the homestead, associated buildings and cultural
planting be completed prior to any impact works. This would be undertaken in accordance
with Heritage NSW'’s guidelines How to Prepare Archival Records of Heritage Items (1998)
and Photographic Recording of Heritage Items using Film or Digital Capture (2006).

In regards to historical archaeological potential identified at Miala House, any Development
Application (DA) for works incorporating significant ground disturbance is to be
accompanied by an historical archaeological research design (HARD). Subject to the report,
a s140 permit application to Heritage NSW, may be required to be submitted prior to any
works starting on the site.”

Whilst the conclusion of the AECOM report that Miala House is of local heritage significance is
supported, it is not clear from the reporting provided why the site is not suitable and capable of
retention. No evidence of alternative subdivision arrangements has been provided or considered to a
conclusion that the house cannot be retained.

The dwelling appears to be in remarkably good condition for its age, and whilst some issues and
maintenance are to be expected, no evidence of fundamental issues with the structural integrity or
condition of the dwelling, or the significant outbuildings has been provided within the report. It is
understood that the dwelling was occupied until recently but is now understood to be vacant, with
only occasional use by visiting family.

The AECOM report also discussed and acknowledges the extent and nature of the more recent
modifications to the dwelling, yet still concludes that the site is of significance. The archaeology and
landscaping around the site is also acknowledged in the assessment.

4.2 ECO LOGICAL PEER REVIEW REPORT
The Eco Logical Heritage Assessment Report was prepared as a peer review of the AECOM study and
is dated 15 September 2021. This report appears to provide very limited additional historical research
or information to inform the assessment. Rather, it would appear to rely largely upon the historical
information and detail provided within the AECOM Report, and an analysis of the available historic
aerial photography of the site from 1948-2021.

It is unclear from the report whether the author has visited the property. However, given the report
was prepared during a period of Covid lockdowns and given some of the inclusions and discussion
within the report, it appears possible that no site inspection was undertaken. Some of the conclusions
and assumptions are at odds with what can be viewed on-site.

The following key errors and deficiencies in the Eco Logical report are of particular concern:

1. Historic Research
The Eco Logical report references a 2005 Tamara Hynd study of 100 early farm and house sites in
Shellharbour Local Government Area and notes that it does not reference Miala House. This is taken
to indicate that Miala was not regarded as having heritage significance. The report fails to recognise
or acknowledge that this report was prepared for Shellharbour Council and relates entirely to the
Shellharbour Local Government Area. It is therefore clear that the report would not have considered



Miala as it is located in the Wollongong LGA, outside of the study area of its assessment. The Hynd
(2005) report does however contain a range of relevant background historical assessment and
thematic analysis that could be, but seemingly has not been, considered. A link to the Tamara Hynd
Study is provided in the references section of this report.

The Ecological report fails to reference or consider the West Dapto Heritage Study by HLA which was
undertaken in 2006 for Wollongong City Council. This is effectively the equivalent assessment to the
Hynd report but is relevant to the West Dapto Urban Release Area. It is noted and acknowledged (as
mentioned previously within this report) that this study also fails to acknowledge the Miala Property
and it is unclear whether the site was identified, visited or assessed as part of its assessment.

2. Fig Trees
Page 3 of the report indicates that “The large fig tree adjacent to the northeast corner of the building
is not present in the 1948 aerial image (Figure 3)”. This is clearly untrue. The tree is present in the
1948 aerial photograph as shown within Figure 6 below (Note — the Figure 3 reference above refers
to figure 3 from th o Loglcal report which is extracted into Flgure 6 of thls report):

Figure 3: 1948 aerial image showing arrangement of
buildings

Figure 6: Left Image 1948 Aerlal photo showmg that the large Fig to the north east of the house
was present in 1948. Right Image — Extract of Figure 3 from the ecological report which has been
cropped, excluding the Fig to the north east of the house.

Though significantly less mature in the 1948 aerial photograph of the site than it is today, it is clear
that Figure 3 (shown on the right) in the Ecological report has simply been cropped to close to the
buildings, and the Fig Tree is not included within the frame.

The Fig in question clearly pre-dates 1948 by a reasonable margin as it appears as an established, yet
probably young tree at this time.

3. Dairy Building
Page 4 of the Eco Logical report includes the following statements in relation to the Dairy:

“Other ancillary structures include a simple, rectangular timber and corrugated iron
clad shed constructed on a concrete slab which AECOM (2021:46) claim to be a dairy. It
would be unusual to construct a dairy in such close proximity to the house on a
property off (sic) that size and internally there is no evidence of cattle stalls and
associated milking equipment. Windows are present along the eastern facade,
comprising both double casement and double hung, all of which appear to be modern
installations. The building has been subject to significant modifications in the 1990s
when the owner was living in it and very little of the structure’s original fabric
remains.”



These comments strongly suggest that the author of the report has not visited the site and inspected
the dairy building, as the structure is readily identifiable as a modified dairy. Tell-tale features
include the shaded raised milk storage/collection area on the south east of the building, self-closing
doors to the western facade, surrounding concrete slabs with evidence of past fencing and gates for
cattle movement, surrounding circular concrete cattle troughs, nearby stock hold and cattle ramp,
and the filled in milking pit in the centre of the dairy space. These all provide clear indications of the
buildings former function.

Further, personal communications with the owner Fay Duncan, and her daughter Melanie, quickly
clarified that the building was indeed a dairy. Its proximity to the house was considered an
important part of its function for a family run dairy. These discussions also confirmed that the dairy
was present when the Duncan’s purchased the property in the 1950’s, and explained the major
modifications made to the building in the 1990’s, when the dairy was converted for use as a
temporary residence for the family whilst Miala House was being renovated. This saw the filling in of
the milking pit, the cladding of part of the eastern facade with timbers from the old Bull Pen (which
was previously located to the north of the house), the fitting of some new window fixtures and the
closing up of some of the larger openings in the building.

Regardless of the above changes and the cessation of the use of the dairy for that purpose, the
function of the building and evidence within the structure of these historic phases and adaptations
remain present and are easily understood from the evidence on site. The dairy remains readily
recognisable as an early, expanded and later modified and repurposed dairy building and is located
in a manner typical of a family run dairy operation, where the proximity of the dairy to the house
was an important practicality that allowed children and family members to assist with the milking
operations.

4. Modifications to Miala House

The Eco Logical report claims that the majority of the original house has been
demolished/rebuilt/redeveloped. This is unsubstantiated. Whilst modification has occurred, much of
the original building has been retained and appears essentially intact. The additions and alterations to
the building are generally sympathetic and likely to represent changes that may have been considered
satisfactory if the building were indeed heritage listed. The majority of the substantial change to the
house is to the north western side, which effectively represents the “rear”, and includes some
significant roof-form changes, and alterations to expand the building.

Whilst these modifications are significant, it is clear from the internal and external fabric that the
modifications have been undertaken in a sympathetic manner, and that the original configuration and
detail of the house have in many cases been retained or are readily identifiable. The building remains
identifiable as a remnant early farmhouse, likely dating to the late Victorian era. It has been expanded
and modified to provide a more practical and functional layout and to better capitalise on the northern
aspect of the house through reasonably sympathetic additions and modifications.

These modifications are indicative of the changes to the properties use and the changing role of the
site as it moved away from dairy farming to accommodating beef cattle. The original layout and
configuration of the house, and the expanded areas are able to be clearly understood through joins in
the flooring, and the arrangement and configuration of walls and ceilings in the interiors of the house.



5. Dating of Miala House

The Eco Logical report concludes that the house was built around 1897 based on a plan of that date
existing and no earlier evidence having been found by Eco Logical. A DP plan dated 1895 confirms
that even this date is at least two years out (see Figure 5). The study (along with the AECOM report)
assumes that there was no earlier phase to the occupation of this site on the basis that the property
was part of a broader holding known originally as “Macquarie Gift” and later “Weston’s Meadows”.
However research indicates that:

a) The house and two substantial outbuildings including the dairy, were located on the 1895
Deposited Plan and were clearly established at this time. Based on available evidence, it is
possible that F. Weston Perry had occupied the site from 1884 and that he was well
established on the property prior to 1890. Given this, the house is highly likely to date to at
least the 1880’s, though an earlier date of construction cannot be ruled out as it is unclear if
Perry constructed the dwelling, or whether it was already in place at his arrival.

b) There are indications in the historical records that indicate that “Macquarie Gift”, which
became “Weston’s Meadows” had, from early in its history, a large number of tenant farmers
who had their own farming operations occurring on the site as part of long-term tenancy
arrangements (see for example South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus article dated 18
February 1852). This was a common agricultural practice on large early estates and often
occurred as a means of allowing land grantees to meet the requirements of their grants, which
were generally issued under clearing leases (requiring the clearing of land within set
timeframes by the Government of the day).

Given this, earlier phases and dates relating to the occupation of this area of the broader estate cannot
be dismissed. The raised, flattened nature of the land in close proximity to the creek (fresh water
supply) would have made this an attractive location for earlier buildings and it is clear that the estate
was divided into smaller tenancies with tenant farmers in residence.

6. Conclusions about Archaeological Potential

On the basis of Eco Logical’s assumption that there was no earlier occupation than the existing
dwelling and outbuildings which they claim were built around 1897, the potential for the site to
contain significant archaeology has been ruled out. On this basis Eco Logical suggest that the site has
low archaeological potential and that there is no need for further archaeological assessment. This
contradicts the findings of the AECOM study who indicated the site has archaeological research
potential.

As noted above, based on the historic research outlined within this report, it is clear that the
“Weston’s Meadows” estate was divided up into tenanted farms from early in the history of the
property. It is also clear that many of these leases were long term and formed around close family
bonds and connections with both the Johnston and Weston Families. The available evidence also
highlights a likelihood that the farm was already well established prior to the 1897 plan referenced by
Eco Logical and which confirms the presence of the existing house, and potentially the dairy building.

Whilst concrete evidence of the earlier construction of buildings and dwellings on this part of the site
has not been located, it is the authors view that this absence of documentary evidence could be
argued to actually increase the potential significance of the archaeological record, as it may provide
historic information that is not available through any other source. Further, any archaeology found on
the site that relates to tenant-based farming practices on very early Illawarra Estates may provide rare



and important archaeological evidence and insight into this widespread practice of tenanted farms
being let under clearing leases in the lllawarra. This is an area that has not been well studied and
understood.

Given the location of the site on one of the first five land grants in the lllawarra, and the potential very
early date of establishment of buildings and activity on the site (having been occupied from at least
1817), the archaeological record from this site has the potential to directly inform our understanding
of the development phasing and chronology of occupation on the site.

It is feasible (and potentially likely) that the location of Miala could have accommodated earlier farm
buildings, as the creek would have provided a natural farm separator, with the land Miala is located
on providing a relatively flat, raised area, close to fresh water and with the necessary conveniences
for an early settler’s dwelling. It is clear from other sites within the West Dapto precinct, that it was
common to place new farmhouses in close proximity to earlier dwellings on the site.

7. Conclusions about significance

The Ecological Study concludes that “Miala” has no heritage value, has low archaeological potential
and is not worthy of further assessment. This conclusion contradicts the findings of the AECOM report
despite very limited additional historic research having been undertaken, and seemingly without
having undertaken a site inspection.

These conclusions of the Eco Logical report are disputed.

On the basis of the above critique, there are significant deficiencies and oversights within the Eco
Logical Report and that some of its key assumptions are incorrect or questionable. As such, the
conclusion that the house is not of heritage significance cannot be supported.



5.0 SITE ANALYSIS AND OBSERVATIONS

5.1 SITE INSPECTION OBSERVATIONS

A site inspection was undertaken on 20 October 2021. This visit included an internal and external
inspection of the house and dairy as well as an informal interview with the present owner’s daughter
(Melanie) who acted as guide during the site inspection. In addition, during the inspection a brief
phone interview with the present owner Mrs Fay Duncan was held to discuss certain aspects of the
history of the property. These informal communications have informed this assessment and are
included where relevant within this section.

Miala House is barely visible from Marshall Mount Road. The approach to Miala is via a 500m long
entry drive, which includes a Ford crossing of the creek line adjacent to the house. The house
becomes visible along the approach, highlighting its striking setting on a bend in the adjacent creek-
line, and its striking backdrop of the lllawarra Escarpment.

Skl 5

Figure 6: Miala House from partway along the driveway approach. Photo looking northwest.

Miala House is readily recognisable as a Victorian Era farmhouse. The “front” of the house faces east
and is visible on the approach along the lengthy driveway. The eastern and southern facades as
viewed on the approach retain the typical characteristics of a generous, yet not overstated
weatherboard farmhouse of the period. The original simple hipped roof form is retained as viewed
from these two sides. The original posted veranda to the eastern and southern elevation remains
generally intact and for the most part, original timber doors and windows are retained.
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Figure 7: View of front of house from the south east, adjacent to the driveway.

Figure 7 shows that a sunroom has been added to the north east of the house under a separate
hipped roof, adjoining the original veranda profile (right of image). An additional hipped wing has
been added at the south west corner of the southern veranda, enclosing a modern ensuite and walk
in robe to the main bedroom (left of image). The roofing has been replaced in full, and original
chimneys have been removed or cut down beneath the roof form and are no longer visible.

The northern side of Miala (Figure 8) has undergone significant changes, with a large, hipped roofed
wing addition expanding to the north. The new northern wall alignment aligns with the original
veranda extent, with a new traditional styled veranda having been added along the northern side
and adjoining to the separately enclosed sunroom in the eastern corner (left of image). The new
addition has been built in a traditional style and continues the use of materials and details from the
original house.

It is noted that the rough-sewn and aged historic decking timbers used along the new northern
veranda were noted by the owner’s daughter as having been re-used from the old fence that
surrounded the bull pen, and which was located to the north of the house but was removed during
the renovations to create the northern gardens.



Figure 8: Northern fagade of Miala.

This northern elevation retains little significance, as it is essentially a new addition, however it has
been constructed in a reasonably sympathetic manner, with matching materials and details, and is
effectively to the “rear” of the property as viewed on the current driveway approach. The additions
do not have a significant negative impact on the significance or setting of the historic dwelling.

Internally, the construction detail retains evidence of the original wall alignments and ceiling
arrangements so that the earlier configuration can be interpreted in the fabric making it clear that
the additions did not involve wholesale demolition and replacement of fabric.

Similarly, as shown in Figure 9, the western facade of the building has been modified and does not
represent significant fabric as these are rear additions to the building that are recent, though
continuing the use of traditional materials.

Figure 9: Western Fagade of Miala. This elevation was modified in the 1990’s additions and
adaptations and does not represent significant fabric.



The southern fagade includes elements of the later additions, including the hipped roof wing
enclosing the ensuite (centre of image), and the southern side of the north western extension (left of
image) as shown in Figure 10 below. At right of image, the original hipped roof form, and traditional
veranda arrangement is retained.

Figure 10: Southern facade showing recent additions to left of image, with the original veranda
configuration and hopped roof form (right of image). Note the position of the silo to far left.

Figure 11 (below) shows the more traditional form of the original building and veranda arrangement
with the large established Fig to the north east of the house dominating the right of image.
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Figure 11: Southern facade of Miala cottage showing original veranda detail and original intact
hipped roof form (right of image) and additions (left of image). Note the large established Fig.



5.2 OUTBUILDINGS

The site contains four outbuildings of note within the assessment. These include the Dairy, the Silo
and the Barn, with a modern garage that is not discussed in detail also being present. These are
discussed below.

Dairy

The dairy building appears to have been built in two main stages, with the southern portion likely to
be the same structure shown on the 1895 plan. The building appears to have been expanded to the
north with a masonry addition, and has clearly undergone various stages of modification and change.

The south western corner of the building retains a raised milk storage/loading area for the storage of
milk awaiting collection as shown in Figure 12.

Figure 12: Southern end of dairy building, showing raised milk storage area and recent vertical slab
cladding (recycled bull pen fencing) and residential door which were added to the building during
the 1990’s modifications.

The building retains the typical form and structure of a dairy as shown in Figures 13 and 14, as well as
extensive evidence of changes and modifications.



Figure 13: Southern fagade of dairy building. Note the western addition, slab areas surrounding, and
corrugated circular water trough. Note also the substantial and established Fig to right of building.

Figure 14: Eastern fagcade of dairy showing phased construction, modifications and recladding.

The dairy was most recently modified in the 1990’s to provide temporary accommodation for the
owners whilst they were renovating the house. The milking pit in the central space of the dairy was
filled with concrete, with the eastern side of the building reclad in timbers salvaged from the old Bull
Yard located north of the house (personal communication from Melanie — owner’s daughter). A
number of changes to reduce the size of the openings and provide infill windows were made at this
time. Further, some of the surrounding fencing and gates providing for cattle movement have been
removed (though evidence remains). The dairy building retains surrounding water troughs and a stone
cattle ramp relating to the use of the area as a dairy.
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Figure 15: Remnant stone/concrete cattle ramp nearby to Dairy.

The interior of the dairy building has been modified, through the filling in of the milking pit, cladding
and filling in of some larger openings in wall panels and introduction of a ceiling (among other
modifications as shown in Figure 16 below.

Figure 16: Interior of part of the dairy building, showing modifications including the filled in central
milking pit.

Silo



The property retains a large silo structure constructed from corrugated formed concrete. The
structure pre-dates 1948 and provides a significant feature in the area. The silo is located to the
northwest of the house (refer to Figure 10). Whilst no research into the age of the silo has been
undertaken to date, these corrugated silos are not uncommon in the area, with other examples
believed to date to the early 1900’s.

Figure 17: Detail of corrugated concrete silo located to the north west of the house. The flat roof
structure tied to the ground with wires.

Barn

Itis clear from the available evidence that the Barn has undergone a number of phases of construction
and substantial changes. This is shown in the historic aerial photography of the site which is provided
within the AECOM and Ecological reports. The existing barn does not appear to be materially
significant within the complex, however, its location, and function in supporting the farming operation
have been significant. Archaeological evidence of earlier structures in this location may also be of
significance given the location of earlier buildings in the 1895 plan for the site (see Figure 5).



i

Figure 18: Showing detail of recent barn construction. The barn appears to have been constructed
using recycled materials from an earlier barn of structure (as was indicated by Melinda on site).

5.3 CHANGES, MODIFICATIONS AND INTEGRITY

Miala has undergone various modifications over time, including some significant modifications
undertaken during the 1990’s. There are no records available relating to the extent of works
undertaken. The AECOM report (in Figure 25 of that report) provides a marked up aerial photograph
of the property indicating the changes made to the property during this work. This image is
extracted from the AECOM report and provided below to assist the discussion.
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Figure 25 Homestead showing approximation of original footprint (red) and modifications (blue)

Figure 19: Extract of Figure 25 from the AECOM report, which provides a useful explanation of the
changes made to the building in the 1990s (unapproved) modifications.

As shown above, the modifications involved substantial roofline changes to the north western and
western areas of the property, to envelope the majority of the original north facing veranda area
into expanded north facing rooms labelled “Northern Extension”. With the exception of the room in
the north-eastern corner of the house which retains its original form and configuration. Though its
northern window now opens into an enclosed section of veranda that adjoins the separate form of
the sunroom.

5.4 LANDSCAPE AND SETTING

The Miala farm complex is located within a striking setting on the foothills of the lllawarra
escarpment as shown in Figure 20 below. The house and farm buildings are located on a flat bench
which sits high above a bend in the adjacent creek line (Duck Creek). The house is surrounded by a
number of large and established Figs, with one to the south west of the house, and another on the
north east. Additional established trees including conifers provide an established setting to the
house. The house is surrounded by a traditional style picket fence, with a cattle grate to the main
entry and indicating the arrival at the house yard at the end of the 500m long driveway access.



Figure 20: View to house from midway along the driveway access showing the striking escarpment
backdrop, with the ford crossing centre right of photo, and the established Figs and vegetation
surrounding the house.

Figure 21: Miala showing the picket fence and garden setting of the house with escarpment
backdrop behind. Note the cattle grate to the entry.



The gardens around the house are well established and well-tended, despite the fact that the
property is currently vacant. The garden to the north of the house is a recent addition, having only
been established in its current picturesque form to support the recent renovations to the house.

Figure 22: The more recently established picturesque garden to the north of the house. Whilst not
part of the history of the house, the garden responds to the recent additions and modifications to
the house.

The fenced gardens surrounding the house and the large established Figs to the north east and south
west of the house contribute to the buildings significance and contribute to the established setting
of the house. The Fig to the south west of the house appears to have some health issues but both
trees make a significant contribution to the significance of the place.



6.0 SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT
6.1 SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

The following Table provides a comparison of the two previous heritage assessment reports
Assessment of Significance against the NSW Heritage Act 1977 in the middle two columns, with the
outcome of this assessment on the right. This assessment against the heritage significance criteria

has been prepared by applying the Heritage NSW Assessment of Heritage Significance Guidelines
(The Guidelines).

CRITERIA

AECOM

ECOLOGICAL

WCC COMMENT

A — Historical Significance
An item is important in the
course or pattern of

the local area’s cultural or
natural history.

The homestead is considered of local
significance being associated with the
establishment of an early dairying
industry in the area. The original land
grant established an early dairy, and
the subsequent subdivision lead to the
continuation of this industry. The
homestead present today remains as
one of the earliest associated with the
late Nineteenth Century subdivision of
the area. Despite renovations and
additions to the building, the house
and facade remaining relatively intact.

Dairy farming is not evidence of a
significant human activity, Miala has
incidental connections with
historically important activities or
processes and the house has been
so altered that it can no longer
provide evidence of a particular
association. The property no longer
functions as a dairy and therefore
does not maintain the continuity of
a historical process or activity.

Miala is located on one of the first five land
grants in the lllawarra, “Macquarrie Gift”.
The house appears from the historic
information available likely to have been
built by family descendants of the original
grantee, either under the ownership of
Edward Henry Weston prior to 1884, or by
his nephew Frederick Weston Perry who
purchased the Miala property from his uncle
in 1884.

Dairy farming represents a significant theme
in the history and development of
Wollongong. Family run dairy farms were the
dominant industry in Marshall Mount and
made a significant contribution to the
economy of the lllawarra for a significant
period of time.

“Miala” was likely built in the 1880’s (or
earlier) to support a dairy farming operation.
Whilst the ownership of the farm changed on
numerous occasions, the house and the
surrounding outbuildings were developed
and adapted to provide for the operation and
running of family run dairy operations.

Miala provides good physical evidence of
And through later owners such as Alderman
James Stevenson had direct links to the
establishment of the Albion Park Dairy
Factory and the Marshall Mount Creamery.

Whilst the farm is no longer used for
dairying, the site retains an ongoing
connection to cattle farming, and retains a
range of physical evidence including the
(modified) dairy building, cattle
infrastructure, and silo.

The Guidelines for inclusion note that a site
should be associated with a significant
activity or historical phase. There is no
exclusion based on change of use.

Therefore, the site meets the criteria at a
local level.

B — Associative Significance
An jtem has strong or
special associations with
the life or works of a
person, or group of
persons, of importance in
the local area’s cultural

or natural history.

The land was formerly associated with
George Johnstone an early influential
and prominent person associated with
the establishment of the early colony.
While the land was associated with his
early land grant, the property today
does not reflect or is associated with
him today. The property is not
considered to meet the threshold for

Miala is not associated with a
significant event, person, or
group of persons.

The Miala property formed part of one of
the first five land grants of the lllawarra,
granted to George Johnston, who was
associated with the Rum Rebellion. The
property had a long standing association
with the Johnston/Weston families, and
appears highly likely to have been built by
descendants of the grantee, either pre-1884
during the ownership of Edward Henry
Weston, or by his nephew Frederick Weston




State or local

criterion.

listing under this

Perry. The Weston's are a well-known family
in the history of Dapto/Albion Park and
Shellharbour.

“Miala” was later the farm of Alderman
James Stevenson during the 1920’s to
1940’s during whish time Stevenson played
critical roles in the establishment and
running the local dairy industry including
the establishment of the Albion Park Dairy
Factory whilst also surving a significant
period on the Central lllawarra Council.

The site meets this criteria at a local level.

C — Aesthetic Significance
An item is important in
demonstrating aesthetic
characteristics and/or a
high degree of creative
or technical achievement
in the local area.

The homestead retains particular
characteristics associated with the
original late Victorian design and
aesthetics. These  have  been
diminished by the extensions and
renovations that have been
undertaken. Specifically, these relate
to the internal walls and floors within
the original footprint of the house.
The external cladding, roof and some
of the windows have also been
replaced. Despite this, the Homestead
is considered to be of local significance
under this criterion

Miala is a highly modified common,
simple, house. It is not a major work
by an important designer or artist,
does not have landmark or scenic
qualities and is not aesthetically
distinctive. The house does not
exemplify a particular taste or style
and there are no views to the
property from Marshall Mount Road
or North Macquarie Road.

The Miala property retains the typical
characteristics of an early historic family
dairy property, with the dairy buildings,
associated dairy infrastructure and large
concrete silo retained. Whilst some
modifications have occurred and active
dairying has ceased, the property maintains
a continuous connection to cattle farming.

The landscape setting of the Homestead
Complex including the established Fig Trees,
gardens and homestead setting, combined
with the long meandering driveway with ford
crossing, and striking escarpment backdrop
contribute to the aesthetic significance of
the dairy complex.

The site meets this criteria at a local level.

D — Social Significance
An item has strong or
special association with a

The homestead is not considered to
have social, cultural or spiritual
significance and does not meet the

Apart from the family who own the
property, Miala is not important for
its associations with an identifiable

Due to the remoteness of the property, and
its limited visibility to the community in
recent years, the homestead site does not

particular community or threshold for listing wunder this | group nor is it especially valued by | meet this criteria.

cultural group in the local criterion. the community.

area for social, cultural or It is noted that the broader property also

spiritual reasons. retains the already heritage listed tennis
court adjacent to the Marshall Mount
School Site, which was established in the
1920’s as a “Public Tennis Court” on the
private property of Alderman James
Stevenson. This element of the site, which is
already heritage listed may retain some
level of social significance in the community.

E — Research Potential Archaeological potential has been | Miala was simply used as a dairy | The site is considered to have research

An item has potential to
yield information that will
contribute to an
understanding of the local
area’s

cultural or natural history.

identified to be present on the
property, both related to the
homestead and to the former dairy
industry. This potential may include
remain associated with the original
kitchen and laundry area, well(s) and
privies. The location of these items
would assist in better understanding
the former layout of the homestead
complex dating from the late
Nineteenth Century. These remains
would have local research value and
significance under this criterion.

farm like many others in the
surrounding region. It is not an early
site, it has no research potential to
provide valuable or new
information and only contains
information that is readily available

from other resources or
archaeological sites. Any
archaeological material present

would not meet the threshold to be
locally significant.

potential through the potential
archaeological record. Given the early
occupation of the grant (from at least 1817),
the evidence for early tenant farmers having
established farmlets, and the limited records
available to confirm the history of the
property, date of construction of the
dwelling and associated buildings, and the
potential for earlier buildings on the raised
area, north of the creek, the archaeological
record is considered likely to provide
evidence that will add to and assist
clarification of the historic record.

The sites contribution to the dairy industry in
the area, and association with the families of
the original land grantee add to the potential
significance of the archaeological record.

In the event that the site is found to provide
evidence of earlier occupation (pre 1884) it is




likely that this would provide evidence of
tenant farming operations in the area. An
area that is not well documented in the
historic record and which has not been the
subject of any detailed research.

Under the Guidelines, the site should be
included if it has the potential to yield new or
further  substantial  scientific  and/or
archaeological information.

The site meets this criteria at a local level.

F — Rarity

An item possesses
uncommon, rare or
endangered aspects of the
local area’s cultural

or natural history.

The homestead can be considered to
be of local significance for rarity
significance.  Reference to the
Wollongong Heritage Study
(McDonald McPhee Pty Ltd et al.,
1991) indicates that homesteads
dating to the Nineteenth Century that
are in good condition are not common
and it is these that give “the give the
general landscape its character”. This
homestead  building has been
extended and modified internally and
externally, however, some of the
internal layout and external facades
do still represent some of the late
Nineteenth Century Victorian period
characteristics.

Miala is not rare, hundreds of small
weatherboard houses are still
extant in the LGA and across NSW,
many much older than 1897. Miala
is not of exceptional interest and
does not provide evidence of a
defunct custom, way of life or
process activity that is in danger of
being lost. Dairies are common in
NSW and the property no longer
functions as a dairy.

It is noted that the rarity criteria for a local
listing relates to the local area only and other
sites across NSW are not relevant.

The assertion that there are hundreds of
small weatherboard houses in the LGA is
fundamentally flawed as Miala is an early
dairying complex and homestead associated
with the dairy industry in the West Dapto
area.

The site is one of an increasingly small
number of surviving 19" century dairy
complexes in the area. Whilst the site has
undergone modifications, including
additions and alterations to the house and
dairy building, It remains readily identifiable
as a late Victorian dairy farmhouse in a
farmland setting.

As the West Dapto Urban Release Area and
the Calderwood Release Area is developed,
intact dairy complexes are becoming
increasingly rare.

The site meets this criteria at a local level.

G — Representative

An item is important in
demonstrating the
principal characteristics of
a class of NSWs (or

the local area’s):

cultural or natural places;
or

cultural or natural
environments.

The homestead is considered to be of
a typical of a modified and extended
late Victorian architectural design;
however, it is not considered to be
complete or intact to be considered to
be a good representative example. As
such, the homestead is not considered
to meet the State or local heritage
listing under this criterion.

Miala is highly modified and is not a
fine example of its type. It does not
represent well the characteristics
that make up a significant variation
of a type nor is it is outstanding
because of its setting, condition or
size.

The Miala complex provides a good
representative example of an early dairy
complex dating from the late Victorian
period.

Although the homestead and dairy have
been modified following the cessation of
dairying operations, the house remains
readily recongnisable as an early farmhouse
through the construction of the western
extensions, the main fagade and verandah as
well as significant internal elements remain
intact and readily identifiable as discussed in
this Report. The intact facades are
representative of a typical late Victorian
period farm house with intact (though
modified) surviving dairy, and associated
infrastructure.

Therefore the site meets this criteria at a
local level




6.2 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The following Statement of Significance has been prepared based on the Assessment of Heritage
Significance:

Miala house and surviving dairy, along with the associated infrastructure including cattle ramp,
drinking troughs and Silo provide evidence of a small scale, family run dairy complex established
from the late Victorian period. The house, whilst modified, remains readily recognisable as a late
Victorian farmhouse, whilst the dairy and associated infrastructure retain evidence of this
significant historic occupation, which was a key industry at the core of the lllawarra’s economy
during the second half of the 19'", and much of the 20" century.

The property is associated with one of the first five land grants in the lllawarra, being part of
“Macquarie Gift”, which was granted to George Johnson of Rum Rebellion fame. The property
remained in the ownership of the Johnston and Weston families, through descendants of George
Johnston up until 1895. The house was most likely built during the 1880s, during the ownership of
either Edward Henry Weston (pre-1884) or Frederick Weston Perry (1884 onward), though an earlier
date of construction cannot be ruled out. Later owners of the property included Alderman James
Stevenson who, whilst living on the property, played a central role in a wide range of community
affairs as well as an important role in the progression of the lllawarra dairy industry through his
roles with the Albion Park Dairy Factory, the Royal Agricultural and Horticultural Society as well as
many other local community organisations and institutions.

The remote agricultural setting of the Miala complex, and its established gardens, including two
large established Figs, and backdrop of the lllawarra Escarpment are aesthetically significant. The
500m long driveway including ford crossing provides a dramatic arrival to the complex with the
soaring escarpment slopes and cliffs to the north and west of the site adding to the aesthetic
significance of the site.

The site is likely to retain archaeological evidence relating to the historic development of the
homestead complex and to earlier outbuildings and farm structures. Given the length of tenure from
the earliest (post invasion) settlement in the lllawarra, and the evidence in the historic records for
tenant farms on the estate from early in its history, the presence of earlier farm buildings that may
reveal important historic evidence of tenant-based farming activities cannot be ruled out.
Archaeological research has the potential to reveal evidence that may assist with dating and adding
to the chronology of development on the site and to close gaps in the available historic record.

The Miala complex is representative of a family run dairy farm, established from the late Victorian
period with building and structures that provide evidence of this significant economic activity and
occupation.

Surviving dairy complexes are growing increasingly rare in the lllawarra and West Dapto precinct,
with few sites providing intact dairy complexes dating from the 1880’s surviving throughout the
area, with house, dairy and associated facilities and structures intact (albeit modified).



6.3 CURTILAGE ASSESSMENT AND DISCUSSION

The significant elements within the Miala Complex, include the house, the dairy and associated
concrete mustering areas, water troughs and cattle ramp, the silo, as well as the site of the historic
barn or other outbuildings. The two large Figs and other established plantings, gardens and picket
fenced house enclosure and the direct physical connections between the house and the adjacent
creek line which snakes around the western and southern side of the complex also contribute to the
significance of the site, and the setting of the complex within the landform.

Given this, a curtilage appropriate for the future management of the complex is proposed below in
Figure 23:

Area: 9333 sq'm

Figure 23: Proposed curtilage boundary.

Whilst the 500m long driveway and ford crossing contribute to the significance of the property, the
listing of these elements as part of the curtilage is not considered an appropriate response in a
residential release area. The vehicle entry however as a marker of the historic access to the property
should be considered in future planning and maintained as a frontage to future development if
possible.



6.0

RECOMMENDATIONS

The following recommendations are made based on the strength of the assessment provided within
this report:

1.

A draft Planning Proposal should be prepared and reported to the Wollongong Local
Planning Panel and then Council seeking to add the “Miala House and dairy complex” to the
Wollongong Local Environmental Plan 2009 as a local heritage item. If endorsed, and
following a Gateway determination the draft Planning Proposal would be exhibited.

The proposed curtilage map provided at Figure 23 should be adopted and used as the basis
for updating the Wollongong Local Environment Plan 2009 Heritage Map.

The Statement of Significance provided within this report should be adopted and used to
inform decision making related to the future conservation of the complex.

The draft Neighbourhood Plan should be amended to provide for the retention and
conservation of the significant fabric and features identified within this report. This redesign
should include the realignment of the proposed collector road, and stormwater detention.

Consultation with the property owner/developer should be commenced to explore the
potential opportunities for adaptive re-use of the site as a central focal point for the new
residential community and to ensure that the site provides a commercially viable outcome.
Consideration could be given to providing for additional options and/or flexibility in the use
of the property (eg. Potential function venue, café, small urban farm, Bed & Breakfast or
similar). Consideration could be given to additional permissible uses as part of the Planning
Proposal for Heritage Listing.

Consideration should be given within the residential subdivision to retain and/or interpret
elements of the historic access to the property, including the driveway alighment, entry
gates on Marshall Mount Road, and particularly, the location of the Ford across the creek.

The outcomes of the yet to be finalised Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report
should be considered to explore opportunities for any Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Values
attached to the site to be incorporated and/or acknowledged within the proposed heritage
listing. Consultation with the Aboriginal Community to this end as part of any future
exhibition should be undertaken and carefully considered.

Any future development within the proposed curtilage boundary must consider the
potential archaeological significance of the site. An excavation permit will be required under
the NSW Heritage Act 1977 and archaeological oversight provided.

The proposed future development should explore opportunities to provide for the
interpretation of the Aboriginal and Historic Heritage values of the site, including the
significance of the site as part of “Macquarie Gift”, one of the first five land grants in the
Illawarra.



7.0 CONCLUSIONS

The “Miala House” complex, including the house, dairy buildings and associated infrastructure, silo,
gardens and established Figs provide a historically significant complex of local significance. The
retention of the significant features of the site, within a suitable curtilage provides an opportunity
for the retention of evidence of the principal historic occupation in the Marshall Mount area, and of
the use of the area prior to the proposed residential subdivision.

The location of the site on raised land, near the elbow of a natural creek-line, and adjacent to a
(slightly relocated) proposed collector road, provides an opportunity to retain the house, and its
significant outbuildings, and landscape features, as a centrepiece of the proposed residential
subdivision.

The recommendations of this report should be adopted and implemented in the progression of
considerations to the finalisation and adoption of the draft Neighbourhood Plan.
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Tho hamonend wax the lirst submittad 3 [
this rapidly rose to £20 10s per acre, and |’
fell 1o the nod of Mr. Thomas Armatr mg, |
whe porchaged for Mr. Kobert Monziea|

Dywmoek,

appended (—

Tity® Ac:eags

werd peh £ s
P

=
=
=
—
o

H

Fooo~aoewns
P o
AXSH S
o
Beoik8cal® 3
— T~
= wem e =
o Lt = —
= oas o

-
(]

19 W’

[
L]
ot el i

A fu'l iist of purchasors is here
Pricy

arcliasee

Wm. Poaraon
L, M, Dymock
John O’ Doud

Wm. H, Sharpe

Joln Pearsun
Rarry Thobs
Jas. Rogan
Waor. Moran
Wi, Moran
Wi Moan
T. 0'Noll, sen.
. O'Neil, son,

Mr. M*‘Donmizh | Sers

W. Mathis
W. Mathie
Juy, Dowes
G, Tirabs

Juhn Smith

ind
i pro
en

Bl fia the break in the first large estate held,
*| It will add value and onterpriso by boing

" [ 1he publie are the judgos of values, and that | |,
" |a proporly otce detennined upun to sell .
‘| shuu'd bo loft 1o unrestrained competitinm, | |,

BERBEE
B8obmc
&
(=]

John Smith

AL Reen

1 M. Reon

22 Nd 2357 F, W. Porry
The total amount of salo was £34,331

14s Gd. o
The snlo is tho Iargeat in awount sold hy |

puhlic nuction sineo the advent of tho tiest |,

sottlar, and is amplo pro f 1o vendors that | |
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The snle is important in many uspeets ; it
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CHENEY, Produce Stores, Bulli Road.

Tenders.,

Marshall Mount; 142 Acres

Highest tender not necessarily accepted.
formation from owner..
APRIL, at 12 o'clock,
valued ; 3 acres corn.
D. L. DYMOCK,

Auctioneer.

ENDERS FOR SMITH'S FARM,
upon
which owner resides; highly improved. Term,
5 years; quarterly rents; usunl terms oflea_;a.

-
Tenders up to 30Tit
12 acres planter to be

L ]

HAV’E JUS
OILSKIN OL

to eall and insp

Men
Men's Waterpr
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SALE OF MARSHALL MOUNT v
FARMS, -‘I'

—— E

‘On Wedneaday afternoon lat & fair ex
number of persons nttended tho sale of two m
farmes at Marsha'l Mount, adverlised to i1
take placo at Reed's Hotel, Daplo, by ¥r. o

Frank Bavan. The farma ore locally knowa

es Mr, John Emith’s (at present in tbo 1
occupation of Mr, J. Chir) and Mess. te
Jollifte Bros, respcotivily. The majuil fo
of the people ait-nding the sale cor P
of representative landholders, Mr.T. F (4
Aimnl{‘?ng wiogld‘t;:l thlf: hm}nt::t sod l';;l in
a lenglhy sprech in enlogy of the prope te, :,
The one l:t?a'y occupied by Mr, J. Saih, :i"

consisting of 130 sores, vas the first offered.
The bidding ermmenced ot £10 end lhea P
£11 10s, £11 153, and £12 was bid, whea P
the Jot was withdrawn, Tho other farm, i
in the occupation of Mr. J. Chic, wes thea 2

put up 1t co sists of 135 rores, snd w5 i
also withdrawn, £12 baiog the highest bid. g
It is considered more than probable (hat y
the two farma will | @ disposed of privately ]

at the price roquired to lignida‘e the lix .hh
bilities of the bank. TLo termaarelibersl 3
the di posit boing 10 per cent., with 10 pe i
cont. in 3 munihs, snd the balsnce in J0 it
half-yeurly paymen s at 6 per ceot, ThiS "

should be a good investment for snjoss v

who wan'a to rocure a couple of the richest

and bost waternd fapms in Hlawsrra. |
TR A N A I-?
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of Alblon Park have bees cowpelled to
raiee the prica'of beef.
At Albion Park, on Saturdoy, Mr. D. L.
ook sold the farm known as F. W,
Parey's, Marshsll Mounot, for £14 5s per
acra. The purchaser was Mr, P, O’Brien,
Oanterbury. 4
In o certain fown (not Berry), noys the

Nanvoefer thavr hava a tannie aluh  and

““ Treams,” Mr.R. T
romo ollecod hum=a

delizhtod averyoue, nls
¢ Hor bright emila ha
H. Leake bowailed in
all had left him, Hls
pregrammsa were ‘' Go
and ** My swootheart ¢
Hendey renderol goot
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th

1amed

Wales.

e ms rrr— e ———

oflf-he E., B.,;mui A. Bank.—Dated at
October, A.D. 1885,

ARTHUR HENRY,
Hogistrar in Bankruptey,

WL AR MY, WU WY PR

Sydney, this 28th day of

Official Assignee—Wrrriay
2464

In the Buprems Court of N

2450 3e. td. IN BA
i L ‘

P ; 11 of the Ban] Act, 1887, | Re John Gibson, of Homi
In the Buprems Court of New South Wales. (102338) | \NOTIOR is hersby given th
IN BANKRUPICY. | the above matter willbe b

Re Frederick Weston Perry, of Marshall Mount, near Il land, befare the District Re
Canipbelitown, | day of November, 1805, at )

NOTIOE is that a Bequestration Order has this |
hereby given Beq is

this 23th day of October, 4.D. 1505,

made -rnlt the ban

the Bank of New Bouth Wales,—Duated at Bydney

A ]
l;l. i

of business will permit. T
his proof must be lodged ¢
Chancery-square, Bydney,

on the |
| November, 1805.

Official Assignee—"Wirriay
2457
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BANKRUPTCY OOULRT.
_-.c_—.
Moxpay, Dre. 9.
(Bufore Mr. W. H. H. Becks, P.M,,
Disurier Rogistear.)

In the extits of Frederick Weslou Perry,
facmer, Marshall Muunt,

Bankrupt deposed thal ho bad filed a
statement of his nlMirs, and did uot desire
to amend it; he had never been bankrupt
hofore, nor made an assignment for the
bonefit of his croditors ; had kept no banks
of necount j tha eansa of hin bankrupte
wos prossuro by the Bank nf Now Sont
Wales for an amonnt alleged tn be owing
in ponnection with n bond lie hal signed
under the impression that ho was only
li_ubl; for o certwin period, which had ox-
pired.

In reply t» Mr. Cox, who appeared for
the officinl assiznce and Bank of New
South Wales, bankrupt further deposed :
I understood that T signed the bond until
tho bank gat John Smith'a deeds into their
posseesion, whon my liability wns to ooase 3
it was not for any overdreafr ; T was sur-
prised whun tho bank sent mio a notice to
pay, and replied to tho off ot that I did not
nwe them any money; [ naw Mr. Adams,
the mnonger. of the Wol ongong branch,
and told him that I hed sicned the bond
under the improesion thot I was only liable
until the bank obtained the leede, which
it then held ; Mr. Adams gaid ] was a'ill
liabla under the terms of the hond; I then
told him that T could not pay it, ne I had

SYDNEY

—_

(Frox our Co
TARLIA

In n waak or so Par
rogued and the Qhar
gbrevt will bo closed
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the world have echoed
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Kinnn, o lad

bout 12 years
1 com-

hlro one of his
wure ill!ill\l-

ony.  Po
) and Sydne
t Hall, Wol-

told mm Inat I could not pay i1t, ng 1 had
not the money; I aftsrwards received a
Iettor from the bank's so'icitor demanding
paymoeot ; [ replied that mny propeity was
fully mortgaged to the K S. an'l A, Bank,
and that Tcould not pay the demand ; on
the petition of the bank, [ was enbieqnen‘ly
declared bapkenpt; the amount of the
bank's demand was £1030; Mr. Grace,
my solicitor, oppored the bank’s pstition ‘on
the pground that [ did wvet owe the
money, o8 I had signed the Fond uader
& wrony improasion; if I could have
done it T would have bought Smith’s
property ard saved all trouble ; the E.S.
and A, DBank sold' my farm and
cuttage ) eatizfy the mortgaga; the farm
consisted of 154 acros, and realised £14 5s
pur ncre ; the cottage renlised £345; the
whole snlo realised abont £2500, and the
baok's claim was sbout £2300 ; I believe I
put down the E.8. and A, Bank as a fully
secnred ered:tor; T would be surp-ised il
you told me it was not down asa er-dilor
at all, asI told my solicitor’s clerk 1o pat
it down ; I aleo told him to put down the
Bank of New South Wales ns an unseenred
ereditor for £1080 ; the amouut owing to
other creditors is £212 6s 4d, which is the
only amount I consider I legitinately owe ;
the total amount of my sssels is £17, £7
being the ralue of a dray and £12 for far-
nitare ; T have had nn eattlo sineo I lat the
farm to Mr, W, T. Piper, about two years
8go ; he was working ths farm on terms;
he found all the dairying plant and eattle,
and we divided tho profi's ; my shara varied
from £7 fo £10 per month ; ho left the
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want 8 el brae
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farm on the H'h Novembher, and we' have
not settled up for that month ; 1 have
banked with tte B 8. and A. Bink sines
ths Albion Park hranoh wns opeuod ; I did
pot hand oser tha butts of my cheque horks
nor my bark 'book to the oficial assignaee,
but am prepared 10 do 4o at any time; T have
a wife aud four childroo, and have baen
living upon tho money received from Mr.
Piper for the last eighteen months, during
which time I have been working upon the
farm and improving it ; I had no intarest
whatever in the cattle on the farm; I snld
them t3 Mr, Pip:r when he tnok the farm ;
I paid £10 to Mr., Dwyer for the dray ; my
bank book wonld show all my transactions
np to the time of the auspension of the
banks ; about seven .years agn the Golden
Age Ho'el, near Ciroular Quay, was ba.
queathed to wy brothare and myself by a
relative, and my share of the sale of the
proper!ly smounted to £3000; I owed s
guod deal when I received the money, and
when [ got it I eleared off my linbilities,
purchased an additional portion of land,
and spent the rest in improving the pro-
perty 3 I have st money in bad deals; T
nrchased ths roodwill of the Commaorcial
tlata!. Albion Park, for £3800, and aftar
keeping it for cight mounths sold out for
£8500; I comsider 1 lost about £1000 by
that transaction ; [ have no money in the

-Bavings Bank, and have not made any dis-

position of propérty on my wifs or ohildren;

psfaras I know [ am not entitled to any-

thing on the dearh of any of my relatives,
The examination was declared closed,
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Albion Park, Manager.
Oth January, 1800,

-

I E 75, Pitb-streot; Syduey. 1
" ']‘-'- A RM T -0 L BET
] E | “ TENDERS for n LEASE of one year will
51, |- . | be received until SATURDAY, 18th inataut,
: i +i | for the TARM of 154 ncrea at Marshall
J ¥ .t | Mount, known ns Mr. I, WV, Perry's. Abund-
r be Sl | anco of good water, and close to Creamery.
; e . | Possession ist Fobruary.
: Cl B For L., 8., and A. Baxx, Ltd.,
ko's . & * ALEX. NICHOLSON,
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slarson. i .ﬁﬁl;'rm AU LIOCEMVE
l B .,:‘lf_'_"i Bulli. ANNUAL TENDERS.
o e A Auction Sales, | Tonders for Forago for the Polico
- Sial ont tho Colony, nnd for Publi
o 9d- | BANKRUPT ESTATE OF ¥. W. ments, Metropolitan and Pi
i ‘. FERRY, Marshall Mount. Districts, 18068-1807.
(L4 il
Bj eil, mex BEVAN hae beon instructed by | WTOTICE is beroby civen that T
db Y the Officinl Assignee, W. H. Pulmer, for the ANNUAL TORAC
«d by Bucoan, A | Eaq., to sell by auction, on tho promises, dlf? MPE;:?E:}'J}{:! t.:;m:g]xuﬁ:
I ;| e ON MONDAY, 2irm INST,, aad Parramatia Disteiots, for the
g at 2 o'lock, Jlst March, 1897, will bo rocoiv
The following Assots in the above Estate— | Treasury up to noon of TURSDAY
1 Tip Dray Fobruary, 1866.
Quantity of Iloes The list of Stations and conditio
G, Housshold I'urnituro and Bifects, | trast, &e., will bo found in the “* G¢

Gozette” (Supplement) No. 814,
NIGHTS ! ARNRAT MTRARANAR QATR Decembor, 1895,~coples of whil
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I By his Agent,—Divip M. M¥zss, Narrabri.
= 28, Oustlereagh-street, Bydney.
- Ry, 742 Gs. 6d.
Q. [Notics of Application for & Certificate of Dischargs.]
. 29 | Iothe Bupreme Court of New South Wales. (10,236)
1290) IN BANKRUPTOYX.
Re Frederick Weston Perry, of Marahall Mount ; ex parte
Frederick Weston Perry.
.lnt. To the Ofcial Assignes and Creditors.
TAER NOTIOE that I, Frederick Weston Perry, intend to

reditors in . :
apply to His Honor the Judge in Bankruptoy, st the Oourt,
e L:i""' Cmuq-lqum Sydney, on'.:'hnﬂdny. the 27th day of August
it "{, instant, st 11 a.m., or as soon afterwards as the oourse of
ate | “UH 90 | business will admit, that s Oertificate of Discharge be granted

hereat, his 3

gy to me, under and according to the provisions of the Act 61
#4005 | Victoria No. 10.—Dated this 4th day of August, 1896.
SRR F. W. PERRY

yot Core & Kixa,
lcruptey. Bolicitors for the Applicant.
14, Castlereagh-street, Sydney.
ﬂ. e 57 &u “o

e [Notice of Application for a Certificate of Discharge.)
-1 (11,134) | In the Bupreme Court of New South Wales, (10,177)
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BREVITLES.

h M. Carrol

Mossee. A. P. Jobostone, M. Uarrol,

g. Timbs, W. Fleming, and other Al-

bion Park rillemen, were. wintiers al

the Kioma Rille Meeting durity the
(]

A1 ¥

iktmn at Marshall Moumi, tho pro-
perly of Mr. R Barvon, was sulanit-
1l to sale on Sodurdny lnst by
Mosirs, Stewnrt ged Morlon, wid was
passed in pt €13 10 per acre.

During ;uinu gale of denught forees
st Easler in Sydney, drought stock
by Prince  Vietor bronght thoe very
bgh prices of 197 guinens, 150 guin-
eus, aml 90 guivens, while g full bro-
ther te Prince Vielor changed hands
at 196 guineas, These pricgs should
enhanee tbe value of Mr. Munson’s
borse should ho decide to dispose of
kim belore the season commes in.

A serious outbreak of tick was dis-
covered -on Tuesdsy ot Dinbible, on
the Tweadl River, on a fnrm owned Ly
Mr. G. W. Richards, sbout five miles
from pown. Out ol his dairy herd of
188 animpls 40 wers found to bo in-
fested. It i stoted that the symp-
{ots wero foirly well developed.

Mt B, Longhwoltom is leav-
ing the districl, wnd intends Iu.lluw-
iog forming pursuits on the Tweed

VEE.

rr rmmemm - —— - —

C. F. Smith, general

farm, Marshall Mount,

Moore, from the Northern district.

et

The Kiama Rifle Club last

to

Senllers to the number of M
nlroady entered for the Part
Hundréd Handicap, to be b
April 30 and May 7. This |
field in this pavt of the world
evonb of the kind, and the o
include nll the best scullers 1
tralin, Sunn of tham v sons
fumons chnmp el t :
a scollor of any uence W
not ont ap il wliel e e ono
determined sdpirants wio L
]-l!f- 1 o race in an o rmr g
full list of the ontries rucetved
{:_:. WS

auctioneer,
reports the sale of Mr. R. Darrons

made a presentation to Mr.

. Arnst, New Zealand,
Harry Pearee, Middle Harbe
J. Arnst. New. Zealand.
", 8. Hugney, Sydnay,
Syd. Pearce, Doublo Buy.
"I;l" ]_"ll,l;.fl' | i:.li il .
Geo. Day, Woodbur
B. C. Laycock, Port Hacking
Normuan Towns, Nawcastl
t.]-:.-.i-_f.

.‘"|| ;\::*:H!-, ."i__ otsford.

3. Matterson, George's Rivar
| (A reorga’'s Hiver
C. Mukbie Rook wood

~Lom Koemp

'
Petol hompy Jun, A bbolstor
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8 HIGH-CLASS DAIRY HERD. BULLI.
J

AT CENTRAL SALEROOMS

HERD BOOK AND GRADE STOCK. SATURDAY, AT 230 .M.

Cotlage Property and Allotment, Mal

MDNDAY‘ 3Gth rond, on account of Mr, frhgm:t!r:‘,d

advertisemd last |ssue.
AT 12.30. 1 having loft the Biate, the above

" for absoluic msale,
E R TERME CAN DE ARRANGED.

0’Donnell & Stumbles| H. E. Cotterell

Have recelved Inatructions from Al
Moore, Esq. to mell by nuctlon at his

Homentead, adjoining Marshall Mount
Bchool, as above, the whole of his very RUSSELL VALE.

choice Dalry Herd, young stock, Horses 7 Z .
and I."Il.nl:..wcumprl.llng chiefly ;i— TUESDAY, SEPFT. 3th, AT L3O %
44 wuperior young Dalry Cows, o©of | At the residence of Mre, Jane Clark

Which 32 hend are springers, and lu- | The whole of the Furniture and E

DISTRICT AVOCTIONERR.

SE]]. cluding cows entered In the M, 5 fecta compriging: Bulte, sideboar
Herd Book. linoleumn, and olleloths, double b
- § two-year old Dairy Helfers (extra stonds and mattréesses, marble G
good). washatand and sets, Austrian chal
i 25 Yearling and Poddy Helfers. comblnation, carpeta, cedar drawer
- The high-class Ilawarra Hull “Phil” dressing (nbles, large mirror, 1 |
(entered in the 1.D.C. Herd Baok). dining room tnble, mafe, glass enclo
und aged 6 vearm. This bull secured sec- ed dresser, glassware and crocker
ond prizge at last Dapto Show, belng lamps, kitehen table, crockery, ute
i only beaten by Mr. Bige's bull, and | sils, tubs, mangle, single bedstea

was bred by Mr. J W, Musgrave, deck chair, tools and sundries, h
from the MBS H.E cow Linda, by lino and carpet strip, ete, kape

Musket Srd bedding.
1 Mawarrs Bull, 1} yeara EVERYTHIKG CLIEAN AND IN GOO
3 Plough Mares, 2 five year olds, and ORDER,

oné T yvears. TERME CASH.

2 thres-year old Draught Geldings. tt II

Light Harness and Saddle Horse H F c

Lister Separator, milk cang buckets, . - \.q ere
and dairy utensils. AUCTIONEER.

2 Massey Harris Floughs (8§ and 11in), #
1 Troble Iron Harrow, sﬂ‘-}-'ll-ﬁmﬁr'_‘?f‘.‘;”"’” !#-l.#.n.

1 Massey Harris Bpringtooth Cultiva-
tor. J. Cropper
Massey Harris Mowing Machine with |yl soll Crockery, Grocery, Glasswni

Reaper, I'oultry, two Monlea, one Sulky, a1
- Chaffeutter and sundry Tools, ete :h rthing that may be brought in
Tip Dray and HIPI‘IO_.‘II. Bpring Carl and .'.M" THE MANRT, AT 3 P.M.
harness.
2 Bent-shaft Sulkles and Harnéess. CORRIMAL.
Sundries, MONDAY, SEFTEMDER Zird

Luncheon Provided, Easy Terms. J. Cropper

Delivery to Jamberoo and Unanderri.

| e Sk b T L T T b el M e e oy
Luncheon Frovided. Easy Terma,
] ﬂ Delivery to Jamberoo and Unanderra. J Cropper |
Note.—Mr, Moors has 2old his farm to | llas been Instructed by Mr, A F. 'ehno No

to sell Household Furniture and b
Mr, James Stevenson, and = retiring, m,., rining  kitehen nuhl!e: ﬁrE:rl':-u:

hence the #ale of thism fine herd I8 nrd, round table, dining table,
absolute, The whole of the cown with douhle and slngle bedsteads, mattress

the exception of two are springers AT THE MART, MAIN ROAD, |w
{
|

and numerous other articles,
and aré In ealf to the Herd Book CORRIMAL, 1.30 P.M.

bull, Mr, Moore la recognised am o
successful farmer who kept only the

most profitable cows, and buyers can FranK Bevan

attéend the sale with confldéence,
For the convenlence of buyers, & con- Bega to announce to resldentm of
veyance will mesl the tralns arriv- W |
Ing at Yallah at 8.16 from the sou'h cllongong and surrounding districls
and 11,30 from the north, that he has taken Into partnerahip his

NOTE: MONDAY, 30th INSTANT, son, A. . BEVAN (late Assistant and

Tl WP Pl o dlea WP alaes
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THE SOUTH COAST TIMES.

E I ALBION PARK

Ay eIy nf !nu Wiwk days per
uuL nre uk present being experienced
al the loenl milk reesiving depot, hat
iuring the past  fortnlght there han
been n noticeable dlecrensn in the quan-
tity of milk coming forward. The
want of a gool downpour of rain s
heing  froely commented upon Ty far-
mers, mont of whom anticipate n e
ther tiving time for the approaching
wititer i 0 clunge dnes not shortly
orent. Alrewdy there i= o slight Fall in
f e prbces el For ||l|il‘_\' et the,  aml
it s Fenred that Ty the end of March
the decrvnse will Be el more  pro-
nine wl

Nir Rose Soniths areoplane on Maun-
diuy was plainky  visible from  Alhion
Park. A stowy B 2oimg the rounls that
A farmer out Murshall Mownt way, op-
on bearing the engine of the aeroplane
working, bt wot noticing the machine
coverbead. romnked 100 his son that the
chaffentter in the  burm was running
[ wmouthly,
| Peraoms an the lwkout for a  snop
Fittde almiry farm shoull oot wpiss the
anrtion =ale o1 toar farms on the Wes-
ton Estute, to e divposed of by O'Clor-
wan aml s, auetionecr-.  tismor -
row (Saturdavi, at the Town Hall, Al
Biom Pack, ut 2 o'chork. Theve have been
humdreds of inquiries in reganl to  the
prraper e, aml on Big witenlonee s rx-
preetl,

A bBaver renrescontang dhe \ilinsw

Wollongong Show

The hom. seoretary writes: V
pong Show will take place on
Ath, Sth and Sth next, and ns |
ctety  han  progressed  wonderful
the three vears it has posseased
ground, its 1920 fixture promise
a record. Tt will be the last of th
shows, and every show so far h
beon most guceersful, on aecount
wonderful senson the Soulh Coa
trivt has experienced).

Wollomgong  Agrioultoral  Nas
19 the largest =society sonth of @
having over 425 wembers, and e
£372 in prize-money, thwing to
ing m the centre of the dairyin
mining industeies, 19 ring, both
eattle amil horses, stands equal
any country show in the Niat
ring hax heen extensively altere
veur for trotting snl jumping.
will be exhibited sm the secon
this yeur, and the mvevietion p
to be a suceess. (n the Saturday
from the ring programme, the
he Highland danring sad piping
vear over SO0 people were pres
the show, amd given fine weathe
recond shonkl he easily heokens
ave coming n very [reely.

v .w.-_ WAR.D.__

BUILDER AND CONTRACT

All kinds of Jolnery work to
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’ THE SOUTH C0 8

for the praiseworthy manner in wh
he had performed the maltifarions |
ties in comnection with the show

C. O'keefe, returning officer, mnnoan
the resull of the ballot for the 1
H20-21 committee an follows: Num
of ballot papers printed 457, el
returnod 3o, informal 5. €. Jelns
i, J. Imwes 47, H, R, Flobart :
W, Duoster 340, 0. O, Grabiam 398,
Gower 337, G, langley 334, A H. W
ton 030, T, A, Bateman 328, W

Norrls 323, A. Wright 525, W (T
$24, 0. W, Musgrave 322 A, T
A2 4. B Duwes 310, 11 4. Fraser
I Hurley 313, .0 Timbs 301, T2 Dun
2D, W. 1. Henloy 250, 0. R, Amdei
240 felreetedd. The unsuecossful s
dites were: 1, T Funlke 253, ¥, Ma
22, M. Tearson 208 After the y
vates of thanks the mestinge wan

Journed for a momth (e wllow for

preparation of a flsance stelement,

ION.PARK

jstriet in beginning to pres-
waed appearance, while {he
of the grouml s very hard,
wee Inches of rain woulidl say
men, bo weleome
the most sucessainl fand wiles
Albion Park was conducted by
O'Gokman  and  Burns, aue-
an Satordny last, in the YWes-
e The attendance of buvers
w Albion  Park Town  Hall,
o were represennintives from
st amd ]l portions of the Ti-
diwtrict. Sales were: Farm, 150
coupied by Robert Dawes. wold
| Charlesworth, of Dorrige, at
aere. Farm, 140 neres, occeupbed
'unibie, pureharel by Johnson
Ibion  Park, at £20 per aere
| meres, occapied by Adam Then-
| purchassd by him for £10
Farn, 1K aeres, ocenpied by
Comdon, purchassd by H. Gilvoy
per mere, Applications are com-
und daily for properties in this

PINKETTES

CORRECT

CONSTIFATION.

S TR OSEET, R IR R & | T
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MARSHALL MOUNT

{Our Correspondent.)

MOUNT KEM

(mr Carresponder

Mr. T. A. Condon has secured for  The s ‘fmf,"":_f_,,"'!',\.,l
a period of three months the farm pur- 560 SR ST
chased by Mr. H. Stevenson, of Gerrin-! e A i :
gong, while Mr. H. Gilroy takes pos-{1000°
wession of the farm vaeated b‘ Mr. -lr“} . "n ny ta emph
Condon. having ‘mﬂ.l'l.f-ﬂl it at the ul1-_.- .t e “I'I_”Ia-l B s
Weston Estate sale. Mr. R Dawes, Suifimes Ilil'ul ~”:: ‘..I, 1
another tenant of the estate. removed I ‘Ib'.'_",'_t ”1 lf_'.'_ = constderati
to Dapto, where he has secured a resi- : [ z ” ‘. ek vilrd
dence. 2 hiftme

The starving stock dflm-lllriﬂﬂ at : \:“,‘_'k,,‘ .r.ll.l:‘:.\ Illl 'I Ty I.

Calderwood are being reomved back to
Narromine, where, as the result of re-
cent rains, there is a good shoot in the
pastures.

Mr. J. T. Geeson has secured and
planted a large mumber of ornamental
trees at the Public School grounds.

Mr. Alfred Brown, who ha< been on
a six months’ sojourn with his brothers
at Yallah, departed with wife and fam-
ily on Monday for Lismore, travelling |
in his motor ear which he journeyed
down in. !
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Wednesday

Muyor (Ald, Gorrell), Aldermen Linid.
suy, McPhail, Woodsatt, Shipp, Cnr-
roy,
Thomns, Swan and Martin,

enee,

monthly meeting on
was  attended by the

Jarviao, Cowain. Stevennon,

CORRESPONDENCE. :

appointed delegales

From Director
forwarding communication
from«\W. G, Robb complulning re con-
dition ol residence on farm lensed by
him frem trustoos of Estite of B, H. .
¢ Weslon.—Received, I
, Frow' North Ilawarrn Councl,
; Clining to aceede Lo request (o place

THE ' ILL

to the Confer- |

of Public Henlth.
recelved

!
fle.
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-

; e jetor,
Bl

| THE WESTON ANT JOHNSTONE BSTATES.

When we toucl the Mstory of the Johmatos and Wosten Estates we go
very fur bask, Inté the Mistocy of Mawner, amd also the Elatory of Now South
Wales. To commenee the histery of those wonderful Crown grants, kuown as
Johaston's Mesdows nnd Weslon's Meadows, we must hark beek to » period
6t and before the birth of Ilawarmn. About Junwary, 1910, Goversor Mas-
quario eamo to Now Bouth Wales to wolleve Goversor Dligh. One Major
Juhnstoso, with Mr, MeArthur, was making history in New South Wales
ot this dots.  Major Jok had two living Is Bydoey st the
timo, and when the Bligh trouhlo was over the thom Governor, Lachlan
Meequarie, by the consent of the King, grunted to the Miss Jobnstoms all that
sros of land =t Marsholl Moust aed Alklos Park, known in late years as
Jobnaton and Weston Moodows, but at the time and, for many yoars after, ns
Goversor's Muequario’s Grant.

Al tbo time thers wes wlse living at Horsloy, nesr Prospest, one Captaln
Weston, He nleo held » grunt of land frem the King, through Goverser
Lachlan Mosquarie. Lator Onpiain Weston married ono of the Johaston
sistors. The grast at Alblen Park sand Marshall Mount wns divided aad

|
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troot, Wol
vell 5
V pad
BEOEEN st WOL
B » sHOW, 1982
the day, wizming
; EBOOND FRIXESR
nd Cakes
it we ANE WHY

known as Weston's Moad and Joh *s Mead
Both of the Mendows conlain wery rich laed, and, ns the gramts wers
fonced into ferms of cossidernble size, there were mauy suscessfsl tomant
furmers on the Eatats. Capiain Westas did vet Hve permancatly on the Esiate,
He had » nico eottage crootod uod he paid masy visila to the property, msd
during tho shooting seuson quite u wwwmbor of frionds jeined him at the
Mesdows.  Largo dmfting stock yurds were erected and an averscer’s eoltsge
was also bullt. Mr. R P. Ball was the overseor during Ceptaiz Weaton's
time. At u Intor poried the eldest son of Captsin Waston married, and be
und his wife and oon son enme down from Homloy to live on ‘the Estale.
B. H, Weston was & fine stzmp of man, and bo roared o family who wero much
rospacted in the district. Tt is masy years since Capinln Weston found his
bride at the Johnstos Mendows, and most of the second generation bave pesssd
owsy. Today the youngost som ccoupies the ncres of Mis grandfather, Right
through the raage of yours the Westen people have proved themselves to ba
Inndlords.  Tho temants have beon o the varioua farms

perieds, and In muny cnscs even Joasos 3id mot oxiat, P
late B. H. Weston was & tall, thin mas and o splendid horseman.
mother Evod 1o be & great nge, belng ever 00 yoars. Her sistor, Mise
shnaten, diod, amd the Fstato was eut up into farms snd sold st big prices
of the early ovenoers of ths Johnston Estnio was Mz, Raftery, father
By, P. BaPery, who in still living, oged about 83 years. There was &
the Johnatono Ewtate. Tho toschor was an old geatloman named
A groat masy chiliren esmo to the school—this was mavonty-five
cighty yoam ngo. This sthool was situsted on a portion of the Jokust
Estate, which was later bought by Mr. Tom Armstrong, whes the Estsic was
rul wp.  Blseding rocontly clase to tho position of the old sehool T thought
of tho chungen that had taken plece. It Is nbout one hundred yoars pines

i

land to bo made Orows Granmts. In that cesbury what o change Bus takes

place. Hm-mlmudlhmmu-puldmdpﬁuduo .

grants. - Later, aboot 1530, camo tho sottlors, with all thelr diMenition before
tear porth and south echo in the moustain. Tho wotor enr euts up tho dis-

taces alosg the country lames. Chango *‘follows fast sd follows fastor,” |..

und the end of the change is wol yot with we

Homiltos Hume eame foto Tlawarma to report to Goversor Macquario om tho | L

S b Ty

s WL the W

it ke A==
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MARSHALL MOUNT.

4 |
My, James Ellison, who died in'/ !
Wolloagong Hospital, on Wednesday | |
of last week, was a native of this lo- |
cality, where he was born 56 years
ago. He was an old employee of the :
Weston Estate. Mr. H. Eilison, of ||
Dapto, is a brother, and a sister re- |
n Wollongeng., The funeral ||
took place at St. Luke's cemetery, |
sville, Rev. G. P. Birk, of- |
ficiuting, !
An Orange service was conducted |
by Rev. R. H. Doust, in the Method-
ist Church on Sunday, there being a |
good attendance of members of the |

L.O.L. I
Just as the dayman was getting in
some reparr work on the roads he |

has been removed to another ward
of Central Illawarra, when there is
plenty to cngage his attention local-
ly for some time to come,

MARSHALL MOUNT

Macshull Mount is vo have u publlo
tennis court nx & meeting held al the
public wehopl decided? to lnitinte the

1| project nd on Muesday evening a

sy committoe Taid out n &ile in Ald
J. Stevenson's field not far from the
public school and by means of work-
Inzg bees the formation of the court
will be carrlied out, 1t han been deci-
vl to, at wn early date, conduet @
entertitinment towards the cost of mi-
terials for the court, this to take the
furm of a mocial evening and euchre
party @t which n. progromme of ¢lo-
cutionnry and other items will

Ineluded, A sub-committee of Jadios
his this matter in hand and s definite
date will be nnnounced In the next

duy or two,

A cricket plteh in ronnection with

the school s almo profected,

Mr, and Mrs. A. Grelg are leaving

this loenlity.

At AMarehall Mritim# Mathndiat

SATURDAY, drd
At 2.30 ar

vl Naldr in
“THE MASKE|
('harles Chaplin in
“The Adventu

NfAJORA Palnt {
J}[ EQUILe

feel (o |
seld for 22/9 cash,
Bend to Herb, Buck
card,

I ICENSED Elecht
and Radio eng
liams and Son, Wol
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B
T_'n; Nott Maud, Innisvale, Girilambone
s | Stevenson Jumes, Myala, Marshall
I8 Mount, Dapte
:Tl_wlll | Sullivan Julin Jr., Tottenham
v} Warran Willinm, Lennon's Lease, Gan-
¥ muin
K Mly Roderick Kenneth, Tikambi, Box
L 22, Byron Bay
@ Hilton Duniel Les, Inglelands,
Fighy Megalong .
[ - Qi
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RPVEL WA BN ATELUNN w] BT COme
munity,
Mr. JAMES STEVENSON

The death occurred suddenly vn
Saturday afternocon of Mr, James
Stevenyon, a widely known and
popular resident of Marshall Mt
and Dapto,

He was returning by car from
Kinmn when he took ill, so pulled
up near the Shellharbour turn-off,
For some time he endeasvored to
atiract the attention of passers-by
und finally Mr, Ray Carmody
came ntlm{. The Iatter rang for
ussistance but Mr. Sievenson pass
ed away before the arvival of the
doctor.

Aged 81 yenrs, he was a son of
Mrs., Stevenson, of Berry and the
late Mr. Hugh Stevenison. He had
been asaocinted with dairy farme
ing all his life and his cheerful
personality mnd bright disposition
had wom the respect and esteem
of a wide circle of friends.

He settled first at Dapto, but
nineteen years ago moved Lo
Marahall Mount.

Always to the forefront in any
movemenl having for its object
the progress of this district, he
had given valuable service Lo &
number of publie organisations.

He had been a councillor of the
the Central Iluwarra Shire for a
number of years, having heen
president when the municipality
was changed to u shire,

As o committeeman of the Dap-
to A.HL. and I. Association he had
lwen a tireless worker and he
served the sociely well as presi-
dent for seven years, He had
alsu heen on the committee of the
Dapto Behool of Arts,

Latterly ho had acted ax a mem
ber of the Board of Directors of
the Ilawarra Central Dairy Coy.
it Albion Park.

He was s Past Master of the
Musonic u Edward, D::
to, und had also been & Past Gra
of the Independent Order of

il
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He found this was <o nnd brought
fdown his stoek to that arva

Colone! Johnston located his stock
nn the Macquarie Rivulet on the op-
pos'te side of which in a great sweep
tn the south were those of Sarruel
Terey the px-conviet millionaire stock

first panck of hounds Lo Aunstralia
FIRST SFETTLERS

It was their eldest son,
Filwird Henry Weston, born st Hors-
lew in 1833 who was gi
wirra Gift to which he came in 1804,
Today there are too many descen-
dunts of the original cwners to ¢on-
tinue the estate under joint owner-

ship— hence the sale
It was a serious drought in 1815

Mawarrd as a source of reller

Dir. Throshy, then located at Glen-
field. led a party which backed its
wity from Appin and made a track
down the mountain to investigate the
accuracy of 4 story told him by na-
twves that there was plenty of grass
and watey at Give Telunds ¢ novw Port

fromj Kembla)
2
3

country

Setl-
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Spaces here some resemblance to the
parklands of far awny England or Al-
bion, henee the nmme Albion Park
The 400-acres balince of the es-
tate will be submitted by public aue-
tion 4t Wollongong by J. N King &
Sons on Batunday, March & and this
will mean the passing of the last of
the Illawarra cstates.
Interest runs high as to what n

meadow p
by Mr Faulks
on the open market in these days.

the open
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m Last Sections of Historic Property to be Sold

B

ERIOUS drought, which in the early
duys of the colony gripped the County
of Cumberland, directed the attention
of large landholders to the Ilawarra

district a8 an aren that might afford relief
o the stock which were perisi daily.

S0, hard on the wake of the cedar getters,
who first penetrated it, came the herds of the
Jarge lund-owners,

From Five Islands, as it was then known,
e herds spread out southwards to encomi-
puss the whole Illawurew.

That of Colgnel Johnston was located on
one bank of the Mucquarie Rivulet, while on
the southern side, covering a great sweep of
country was that of Swmuel Terry, the mil-
Yionwire ex-convicl wtock owner whose nane
12 perpetuated in Mt Terry and Terry Street,
Alblon Patk—earlycomers had discovered in
ihe open speces of the meadows some To-
semblanee to the open spaces of their home-
wmd, or Albion—hence the name

R,

i of making grants of the various
eh the stock ranged led to the

tullding-up of the Jurge landed estates that

marked (he enrly development of Tilawsrra,

.been sold privately,

The last remaining sections are to be sold of an historic property that has been
in the possession of the one family for |35years.

The final winding-up sale of the property, the wellknown Weston Estate of
Albion Park, will be conducted by J. N. King and Sons, on March 8.

Ona farm and a grazing area — 400 acres in all — are to be sold.

The Weston Estate originally comprised 1,500 acres, but several sections have

The history of the propery goes back o the vary first settlement in the district,

The last of the family of the lute Major
Fdward H. Weston, under whose divection
in another age the estate renched the heyduy
of its glory, died some yeurs ago and toduy
with so msny descendants it was realised
joint ownership s no longer practicuble—
henee the sale.

While awaiting the expiry of existing
leases, n new subdivisional plan was (nsti-
wited Lo betler apportion the richer soll
amongst the farms 1o be put on the market,
. tenante like Mr. Theo Grey, former

Smull hao'dings w the
J ome since Lhen.

pew Port Kembia, where first
r. (‘haries Throsby gruzed, has
reat pnd  expanding  industrial
potenilal is greater than any
n the Commonweslih,
le farm of his nephew,
Smith—Wollongong's
been
city of Wollongong
al u rate hitherto

first
ftHor b

d In the
which §8 nlso grows
unprecedented
e oid time estates have been dismembered
and, with ope exception, are only a memory
now {hi¢ jast Is in the process of dissolu-
ol v i E

&

it
president of the NS.W. Jersey Herd Book
Society and proprietor of the Mendows stud,
which provides the townships of Alblon Park
and Osk Fluts with an shundunce of miik
(no rulioning whatever) and the Stephens
family with o high producing Ayrshire stud
herd, have exercised an option given to every
tenunt to buy the Tarm sttached to ther
homes under the pew plan,

Mr. B. Wealon, grondson of the lale
Mujor W n, wi has also been following
duirying pursuits on the estate, reluing &
amall but fertile hlock.

This teuves but one of the richly productive
mendow farms 120 neres und twa runs of 180
neres and 100 acres respoctively, to h:h;;rren:ﬂ

and embarked extensively on the bree of
high class blood stock — he even Inid out his
own privite race track on the estate where
periodically picnle race micelings were held.

These lent colour to the life of the home-
stead, to which the whole district flocked, for
It was o red Jeiter duy. His colours were car-
ried to victory in both flat and hurdie maces
on yariois tucks wid one bandsome horee whose
name b atill echioed amongst the older hands
who reeall the pienie ruce diys that have gone,
was Oreamy Jack — 4 dual performer, who
on December 26, 1801, at Randwick, put up
the great perfurmance of contesting three long
distance events in the one afternoon.

Afte Vel efsy win ln the open-
hurdle + in which he covered
10 recs. — kirst clasg
Creamy Jack wns later
Amnteur Handieap of 1}
which there were 10 starters,

Riddcit
(108t iy

by his ewner, Mr. E. H Weston
Ho Wis osie of the finest nmateur
South Cosst a stirring finish In a

riders ¢

(el contested ull the way resuited in
b between amy Jack and Rain-
bot by _Dr. Cortis ]

The Weston team was to the forefront in
Alblon Park's first show in a great exhibition
of horses,

Major Weston was one of the founders ol
and, os Oaptain Weston,

in the coloty in command of the crack Albion
Park troop, whieh he had formed and which
in martial I

skill.

During the Boer War he conducted the rid-
Ing tests for recrults for enrolment in the
Bushmen's contingent — over 2000 passing
through his hands while his knowledge of
horses was utilised in thy selection of Army
FEOUNLA. o5

During the early days of his Ilawara life
his services were in demand for the purpose of
teiting fractured limbs at which task he pos=
sessed no small skl

Dairying and mgriculture filled an impor-
tun role In the life of the estate and one
family devoted specinl altention to this while
o small army of retainers covered the duties
wppertninng to horse heeding and racing.

As Wik the case with other simllar estates,
gome portions were early Jet to fenanls on
clearing leazes and  farms were developed in
the wheat growing area through the various
vicissitudes Untll dairying became the primary
wdustry.

Since b, retirement
NMosman where he died at
the estate had been
furms under a policy 1
vialon guarded agalnst def
Of the numerous tenas




wnire whose potenilal is greater than any
previon vistalised m the Commonweallh,
while the 300 sere Busile farm of his nephew,
Mr, Charies Throsby Smith—Woellongong's
first permanent settler—has long since been
ntsorbed In the bustliing eity of Wollongong
which {2 alo growing al o rate hitherto
unprecedented,

1! id time estates have been dismembered
and, with one exception. are coly a memory

—now this jast s an the process of dissolu-
tion—the fur-fmed Weston Estate, Albion
Ttk 2

T the earlier times it was notable In zddis

tion fur s agricultural production such as
Wheat, ‘B polaloes. but In more recent
duye this loat of the Nlawirrd estates has
guned u high repulation for heavy milk
yiekts culurly on the meadow farms of
Wn tenants

Research Ninety Feet
Inside a Glacier

o glackers in Britain to-day al-
¢ were plenty of them nbout
n hundred million years ago, but
we from Britain does mnot prevent
from wishing to investigate the nat-
1l behaviour o” modern glaclers

A party

of selentists. Just returned from bor-
g hea

art of a Norweglan glacler, (o
:al went on inside. and one 8f them,
Wood, told what tunneillng some ninety
vto a glocier was Jike.
ns might readily be imagined, not
but distinetly uncomfortable work.
ramed along the tunnel’s floor and
B helr feet, and at ong point the walls
cracked und lel through jets of water, which

e nod hehaviour oF modern glaclers.
ml' of aclentists. Just returned from bor-
o the heart of a Norweglan giacler, to

and one of them,
told what tunneiling some ninety
acier wns like.
-l < might readily be !magined. not
bid but distincsly uncomfortable work.
x steeamed plong the tunnel’s floor and
their feet, and at one point the walls
cracked w through jets of water, which
ering explorers.
ays the chance, too, that they
bhed out of thelr tunnel, which
ne Bwiss expedition which broke
cler into w kind of reservolr of
m deep in the lce,
. wus under pressure and as i
out It took sclentists and equipment

It was

British team decided to forestall such
i uw arent happening if it were posafble
to do #nd when thelr tunnel hecame hot-
lcenl. wet they cut m zmall piot hole In the
Ice 5o 1hwt ) they did happen to bore into
Water they would have a fighting chance of
Ficapa before they were washed out or trap-
ped. Fortunately they completed thelr studies
In ety

"I‘hrr bullt a laboratory eighty feet mlong
the tunnel and studied the crystalline forme
ation of the ice. They wanted to find the an-
Wes st which these tals lay for that would
glve them ths wnswer to the problem of how
Elnclal lce formed: '3 it flow iike toothpaste,
did 1t slide or <3 I wotate?

They used a special machine designed far the

; of recording the movement of ice and
this proved that the ice in fhis Norwegian
Blacler at any rale wes rotating, for as they
sunntlied they constantly hroke through bands
of rock debris, the angle at which it lay sheav=
Ing very clearly that the lce rotated.

Now the sclentlsts are back in England
sludying the data that they collected, but
tieir most certain discovery, which required
Do proving, was the intensity of the persistant
cold which ste into thelr bones, plus a frozen
Gumpness and intenss disramfart

o ME&-“!:T';!;E ey e s
8l these drawbacks they all con-

sidered the and uncomforiable ex-

Pedition to have been worth w

o
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family with o high producing Ayrshire stud
herd, have exercised an option given to every
tenunt to Luy the farm sttached to their
homes under the new. plan,

Mr. C. B. Weaton, grandson of the lule
Mujor Westan, who has also been following
duirylng pursuits on e estate, reluing &
amall but fertile block

‘This leuves but one of the richly productive
mendow farms 120 acrex and two runs of 180
ncres and 100 acres respoctively, ta he offered
by public auction or 400 ncres wll totd,

t farm 1s the holding of )Lr. 3. ¥,
Faulks u lover of & good farm and &
herd whose Meadowbrook A TS stud herd
has mained a widespread réputatien for pro-
ductive capscity- @ heifer of his recently
150 guineas,

Due to sdvancing years, Mr. Faulks did
not exercise the option to buy and interest will
bo keen to eee what o highly productive farm
will bring on the open market and now partic-
ularly s, as under the new lay-out some fifty
acres r land has been detached and
compenation more than made by the Inclusion
of better class and meadow land.

A stream now runs right through the hold-

ing in o to the
Rivulet.

The excellent grazing land enjoys Bccess
from a pubile

road.
This forihcoming sale will mark the com-

1500 acres made In January 1817 by Governor
Lachlan Macquarie to Lieut, Colonel George
Jehnsten — the one time commandant of the
NBS.W. Corps, who had figured so prominently
in the Bligh rebellion when that governor

GUNC THEE 01 ) TLEs, I WhIch e coversd
the distance in 5 min. 10 secs. — jlrst clpsa
time for those dnys — Creamy Jack was later
suddled up for the Amateur Handicap of 1§
mhies, i which there were 10 starters,

Riddcn by his owner, Mr, E. H. Wieston
(105t Tl who wis ong of the finest amateur

v dern by Dr. Cortis of Bathurst, while
Rauger st MeKay) thot had been i the run-
ning ail the way wus piuced third,

In tha run-off the sume afternoon, Creamy
Juck triumghad, and o sporting writer in later
yeurs queried “How miany In these duys of
greater speod could contest three long dist=
ance evenls in the

distances
and saddle up again and without faltering.”

Creamy Jack wus acquired by an enter-
prising circus proprietor named J. Wilson, and
paid his way as & hurdler while being tutored
for life in the circus ring.

He wus raced by Lis proprietor at Plem-
ington end niso won wices in South Australia
betore the cireus went abroad.

In Indis he attracied the aitention of
Lord Charler Beresford—a “princg of sborts-
n®en”, who pald £1500 for the Australian won-
der and his continued success was responsible
for much good Indian money coming to Aus-
tralla In the hope of geiting another Creamy

Incidentally Mr. C. B. Weston of Alblon
Park displays with pride trophies won through

Earlier he had heen with 2000
acres near prospect In the County of Cumber-
land ns a reward for his service in quelling a
serious insurrection of convicts at Vinegar Hill,

Mrade e Faveenes Wine this was knaen

PR PRSI P W S e e e eee=
1500 acres made In January 1817 by Governor
Lachlan Macquarle to Lieut, Colonel George
Jehnsten — the one time commandant of the
NBS.W. Corps, who had figured so prominently
in the Bligh rebellion when that governor was

A mauva puane Y NS W DuI
tralla In the hope of geiting another Creamy

Incidentally Mr. ©. B. Weston of Alblon
Park displays with pride trophies won through
Creamy Jack Including the Amateur Cup, sub-

with 2000 Jject of the dead-heat run-off and so prized by

riders of that day.

sSinee th, retirement of the Major to
Mosman where he died at the age of T8 years
the estate had been Jeused In smaller datery
farms under p policy by which eereiil Cwpen-
vislon guarded agulust deteriorativn

Of the numerous tenants over the Years
names which can be recalled include Mark=
ham, Couch, Swan, Norris, Brown Thomas,
Boles, Walker, Fleming, Denniss. Purdie,
Keys, Fpulks, Simpson, Grey, Sharpe, Fene
wick, Piper, Stephens, Moresby, Frost, Lynch,
Dymock, Pearson and Robb.

About 90 years ago @ section of the
estate, mainly north of Marshall Mounl road
was disposed of and now the pricinpal portion
1ollows.

The Westons over the years played an im-
portant pari In the life of the district, as did
also members of fis tenantry.

It Is quite possible that Colonel Johnston
may have boen responsible for sendiag the
first sloek tu Illawarra,

It was the droughl in 1815 thar caused
the enterprising Dr. Thersby, Lhen located at
Glenfield to lead a party which hacked hs way
through the bush from Appi) ond made ®
track down 1he mountain to investigale a story
told him by nutives that there was plenty of
grass and witer at Five Islands.

‘The story confirmed, he brought his stock
down to thut mrea and erecied his stockyards
at what Is now Wollongong.

to

According to a tradition in the Wesion

the Colonel hod, In Governor Kmg's
time, during a dire drought in about 1804,
despatched yearlings by sea which were
brought ashore at Five Islands and this would
precede the later, regular occupation of the
district. Thes, were despatched in what was
later Alblon Park district,

J. N. King and Sons at Wollongong on
Saturday March 8, will submit by public auc=
iion this 400 acres balance of the estate.

Rockefeller Center
unique 15-building
de v clopment im
New York City,
covers an area of
more than 12 acres
in the heart of the
city's business dist-
rict.

In the foreground
of this striking
ariel view are four
7-story structures.
The tallest bui

pTygal in 1724, ana
the most recent ad-
~dition was comn

pleted in 1947,
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